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Ne Þ TELOv. -” 
A Biſhop ſhall be ordained by two or three Biſhopss. k 
cums thy. BoB bs: 
HIS word is ſometime taker 
for a Spy, fo Eftathins ad Ho * 
meri K. ſometime for a. De 7 
fender ; lo Heffor was called 
Biſhop of Troy by Homer, Tli- _ 


wth ad ©, There was among ths 
Athenians a publick Office fo called : and int 
this ſenſe, it was alſo uſed among the Ro- © ' 
mans ; lo Cicero ad Atticum, Lib, 7. Epiff. 1Ts 
cells, That Pompey would had him: to- be, 
quem tota campanis © maritima ora habeant 

|  Epiſcopum, ad quem delettns & ſumma negotii refe= . * 

ratur, ff. de mun. & hon. leg. ult. parag. tem Epiſe ©- _ 

- copi ſunt, qui praſunt pani & caters rebus vanalss | 

bus. RS | _ This: 
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= 3 Obſervations on the firſt C anone 
| . This term is ſometime in the Old Teſtament. 


| And Clemens Romans Epiſt. ad Rom. proves Bi- 
| ſhop and Deacon to be no new terms,from 1/as. 


axores duvny oy mes But in our Edition, we 
find : Adow 35 doaslds 0% oy eigirn, xh Tis imoxbaes 
' ox ey diguoovrn. ( where, on the way, mark how 
differenc che-preſent Edition of the Sepruagine 
15, from that which Clemens made uſe of ) 
smazemn, ..1s allo Pſalm 109.' $8. Amongithe 
Fews, he who was the chief,of the Synagogue, 
was Called Chazan hakeneſeth, the Biſhop ob the 
Congregation: and Shel:ach r/ibboy,the Angel of 
the Church. And the Chriſtian Church being 
modelled as: near the form of the Synagogue 
ascould-be, as they retained many of the Rites, 
fo the form of their Government was continu- 
ed, and the names remained the ſame. But 
more of this afterward. | 
Clemens Romanirs in his Epiſtle, ſpeaks only of 
Biſhops and Deacons. Polycarp again in his Epi- 
ftle, ſpeaks only of Presbyters and Deacons ; 
F where ſome object that it would leem, that both 
- -zatheChurchof Corinth,to which Clement wrote, 
|. andinthat of Phlipps, to which Polycarp wrote, 
| there were but two Orders of Churchmen, 
 * whom theone calls. Biſhops, the other Presby- 
_ ters. But if Polycarp's Epiſtle be genuine, then 
thels of 1gnatizes, which he there mentions, up 
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Obſervations On the firſt Canon, 3 
beſo too, andin them the matter is paſt Cori» <. 
troverhie. Vern, 5+ hetÞ : L 
©. Epiphanins lib.3. ber. 7F. 7 tells, that at firſt 
'4 there were only Biſhops and Deacons, which - 

_ © heſaith he had % Gatuminas inelars; and that' 
ubi Epiſcopi erant jam conſtituti, ſcripſit Epiſcopis & 


ol; conftitnere. Presbyteris enim opus eſt & Dia- 
xn ; enim duos pony gu poſ- 
ſunt ; "ubivero non inventus eff: quis dignus Epiſco- © 
patu , permanſit locus fine Epiſcopo. Ubi autem 
opus fuit, & erant digni Epiſcopatu, conſtituri ſunt 


ſunt inter ipſos, qui Presbyteri conſtituerentur, © & 
contenti exant (olo wi ” _ conſtitute. Ve- 
rum ſine Diacono impoſſibile eft eſſe Epiſcoputnm; $0 
it ſeems, that from cheſe —okaed Hiſtories 
which he had read, it appeared, that in ſome Vil- © 
| lages there were only Presbyters and no Bi- 
' ſhops, becault in thoſe places none were found 
worthy. of it. But certainly theſe places were 
obliged to depend upon ſome place where there 
was a Biſhop conſtitute : For if none were wor- 
' thytobe Biſhops, much leſs were they worthy 
to conſtitute a Church within themſelves, and 
independent. It alſo appears, thatin ſome pla- 
ces at firſt, they had noPresbyters: And indeed 
where the number of Chriſtians was ſo ſmall (as 
nodoubt it was in miany pou at firſt J a BAY 2 

Ons 


_  Diaconis. Non enim omnia ftatim potuerunt Apo © 


Epiſcopi 5 cum autem multitudo non eſſet yon nuents | 


"OI OR I NI _ p . 
- ORE BEES nee LEG SS Wee Ce) 
TO) - WS TWS bly Rb Seodedt. OB Es ) 
- a TEE - 
+ bl L 


6 ol{'*. "y 
ME ooo 9 ln et ed Rn old IEG: RI NE OC, Re IG $6. 
5 ds HS ns 26D io, A BY ES. »* o p> f\ Y wy .. - 
Ok: 4 $745 
Wot ef » * 
y 


— 
ww 


 7£ Obſervations 0 the'firſt Canon. 
| - alone might well have: ſerved a whole City? } 
Bat where the Chriſtians were more numerous, < 
| there were need'of more-hands, to affiſt the 
Biſhop in his work: + - ER 

As for that of: Poheavp%" naming no Biſhop, ] 

' but only Presbyters and: Deacons, perhaps he - | 
wrote in the vacancy of the See : ſo we find 
many Letters of Cyprian's ad Clernm Romanum, 
whenthere was tio Biſhop. Beſides, it is known 
that atifirſt the names of Biſhop and Presbyter - 


were uſed promiſcuoufly. GY [ 
Presbyters were ſocalled, not from their age, . 


[- as they were men, 'but'from the age of their 

3 Chriſtianity: Fora Neophice was not to-be or- 

> Qained,; and the Pon did jointly with the 
Biſhop; both rule and feed the flock. (But fome 
do ſtretch this too far,” as if always the eldeſt 
Presbyter had been choſen Biſhop. 

The Commentaries ' upon the Epiſtles, com- 
monly called Ambroſe's, but truly Hilary, the 
Deacons (of which [ſhall ſay nothing, it being 
now agreed among the Criticks, that they are 
his) upon the 4ch of the Eph. After he hath at 

length ſhewn the difference which was betwixt 
the Churches in the Apoſtles times, when they 
were not fully conſtitute, and the ages that ſuc- 
ceeded, he tells how'ar firſt all in the Clergy 
baptized and preached, and that on any day, or | 

' "Where they had opportunity, - But afterwards |: 
KIVA Deacons |: 


eos lt aged tf - - 


35 4.435 be WES < tt, 
SSR >; 

OE FR 3X > 
: 4x45 


bas ba + is han Ss PTY SY FCS adn nf do a 
" : = + Top pod 75Y PF, 4 T4 4 F OP EY Kc) Is 4 <1 ih wy wh N : rhe : ;] "1 - It = Ta" = : + x q £5 * i, 
JE, 2 has $477) FIR 1 % 1 : | . KS  - PINS bo. WR; Ip ; 
by # F Y rf SO AET 47 t7 rog 2. ia A 
. L ; j - lt the ”% 0 
2 a - Ss Ws 3 a. ; - ” * . gp 7 
ro4tzons on the firff*Canon. | 
. E - 3 mY 8 a $ . 
. | - , 
$ % V2 : " ; 
D | E | ; } 4 BE * | ! ov» GY | tl bd £ "48 
p. . " 


aſtrited to:certain times and places. ne eff 
ergo ({authhe) unde nunc neque Diaconi in popula 


| © pradicant, nec Clerici, nec Laici baptizant, = 


1deo, non per omnia conveniunt ſcripta A poſtolica 


ordinationi, queer 'nunc in Eccleſid eft , quia hac inter - 


 iþſa primordia ſunt (cripta.. Nam & Timotheum & 
fe creatum Presbyterum, Epiſcopum nominat, quia 
rims Presbyters, Epiſcopi appellabantur, ut recedente 
eo, ſequens ei ſuccederet. Denique apud of 


Presbyteri conſignant, (i praſens non ſit Eps ,C2Mk ; - 


ſed quia ceperunt praſentes Epiſcopi indigni inve- 
wiri, ad primatns tevendos immutata eſt ratio, pro- 
' ſpiciente Concilio, ut non ordo, ſed meritum crearet 
_ -Epiſcopum. Multorum Saterdotum judicio conſt ;- 
tutum, ne indignus temere uſurparet, & efſet mal- 
tis ſcandals. 'And like to this is, what he faith 
on 1 Tim.3. from which words, it would a 
pear, that he thought che Elder Presbyter, with- 
out any Ele&ion or Ordination;ſfucceeded unto 


the Chairof the deceaſed Biſhop. - But this is | 


dire&ly contrary even to-what Ferome himſelf 


ſaith: neicher do we find any ſuch conſtitution 


2s that he mentions, either in the Ads of- the 
Council of Nice, or of any other. 
h It is true, Clemens Romnanus (faith, That the 

. Apoſtles ordained their frſt fruits, 7s dmgyay, 
to be the Biſhops and Deacons of them who 


ſhould afterward believe: but he adds, oa * 
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Corres 76 aveduan, trying them | by the: Spiri 
( that of diſcerning ſpirits being ——_ 
extraordinary gifts.) and though they ordained 
no Neophyte, yet there is no reaſon to believe, 
that either they made the eldeſt Chriſtians, 
Presbyters, or the. eldeſt Presbyters, Biſhops. 
The choice of Matthias, and of the /ewen Dea- 
cons, ſhews that it, went not {imply by age. St. 
Fames the younger - was Biſhop of Feruſalem, 
and Timothy was but.yaung, when ordained. Yet 
chedifference of Biſhop and Presbyter ſeems not 
to have been unknown to Clemens, as appears 
from thele ſayings of his, v>monulue mis yr or 
Us, * mulw mw 192100 Smoveuorres mis mag 
veliv mpsoCuTeevts preepoſitis veſtris ſubditi & ſenio- 
res inter vos debito: honore proſequentes.— 763 aem- 
yeuldus 1s aided, 765 agtopuriges hs 1 
wat. Qui zobis preſunt revereamur, ſenores 
inter nos hooremus, 7 þ agytgi die: nMene- 
Nas Sheaheu tied, 3, mis ied ow WG 8 nin 
eetruumis, 2) Adbimng idieu Naxorim GaixenTes. 
\& nai; avapon@- Tos Aditols aggodſuany dvr. 
Which by the words that follow, muſt certainly 
.relate to ſome Eccleſiaſtical conſtitution. a- 
mong themſelves, to which he accommodates 
the terms of the Temple Hierarchy. All which 
I propoſe without any peremptory deciſion in 
this matter, ſubmitting 1t to the judgment of 
. the impartial Reader ; For I know there are 
hy EXCEP=- 
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exceptions .againſt theſe words, yet, they do 
clearly imply a difference. and ſubordination 
| berwixt TnC. Presbyters p and their Preſidents 2 
and what he ſaith of the ranks of the High 
Pricf, the Prieſts, the Levites, and the Laicks, 
hath certainly a relacioa to the Orders of the. 
Chan... _.. 
_ *_ Thenextopinion about the Origine of Epi- 
 ſcopacy, is that of Ferome, and he hath.given it 
very fully, .both in his Epiſtle. co Evagrizs, -and 
on the Epiſt.to Titus,cap. 1, He holds, chat all 


' Obſervations 'on the firſt Canon. þ T” | 
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. things ar firſt were governed in the. Church, © 


. communi Presbyterorum conſilio, and that-che Bi- 
ſhops were above the Presbyters, non ex diſpoſs- 
tione dammicd, ſed ex Eccleſiz conſuetudine; And 
' by divers arguments from Scripture, he proves, 
that Biſhop and Presbycer are one and the ſame, 
_ A520, they who v. 17. are called Presbyters, 
are v. 28, called Biſhops. Titws.r. 5. be left him 
to: ordain Elders, and v,7..1t 1s, added, For a' Bi- 
| ſhop,8&c. Whence he 1nters,that Biſhop and Preſ- 
'byter are one and the ſame. As alſo Phil. 1.ithe 
Apoſtle writes only to Biſhops' and Deacons: - 
And 1 Tim. 3. he gives the Rules only to Bi _ 
ſhops and Deacons. S. Peter allo called himſelf -* 
Evurpropuricys* And S. Fobn. deligns himſelf © ©: 
the Elder. _ 
Bur he adds, after there aroſe Schiſms, and 
one ſaid, ] am of Paul, &c. Toto orbe decretum 
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8 Obſervations on the firſt Canon. 
eftut unns ceteris ſuper imponeretur ad quem ona; 
Ecchſie cura jen 9 &- Schiſ? are 161 fol- 
. berentur -- ut Schiſmatum plantaria evellerentur #d 
wnnum, omns ſollicitudo eſt delata. And'ad Eva- 
amp, he tells how Alexazdrie 4 Marco Evange- 
Hiſt4 uſque ad Heraclam & Dionyſtam,' Preibyters 
ſemper urum ex ſe elefum, in excelſiori grain collo» 
catum Epiſcopum nominabant. --- Quid enim excep- 
"7 or dinatione facit Epiſcopus, quod Presbyter n0n 
: facit. —— Et, ut ſciamus traditiongs Apoſtolitas 
: ſumptas de VeteriTeſtumento; quod Aaron, & filis 
 ejms, atque Levite, fucrunt in Teniplo , hoc fibi. & 
Epi{copi, & Presbyteri,es Diacon wendicent in Ec- 
clefia. Andfrom theſe wards we may obſerve, 
- that he accounted the difference of Biſhop and 
Presbyter, an Apoſtolical tradition,which came 
in place of the difference that was berwixt Aaron 
and his Sons : as alfo, that this began fram the 
"time of the Apoſtles,and of Mark'the Evange- 
ſt: Thar it wasdohsto eviteSthiſm, and that 
it was appointed through the whole World : as 
- alſo,that the whole care and chief Power.wasin 
the hands of the Biſhop, of which' he ſaith fur- 
ther, Dial adv. Luciferianos. Eccleſie {alus 'in 
ſummi Sacerdotis dignitate pendet, cui fi non exors 
quedam,& abommbus eminens detur poteſt as, tot in 
_ Eccleſia efficientur Schiſmata, quot Saterdates, It 
may ſeem hkewiſe probable, from him, that 
- Presbyters chooſed their Biſhop out of cheir 
| OWn 
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Obſervations on the firſt Canon, og _ 
own number, and that in Alexandriathey mads 
him Biſhop without atiy-new Ordittation. And 

' _ of this Eutychins Patriarcha Alex, who was not 

jo long after Ferome, ſpeaks more plainly, 

for:he:in his Origines Eccleſie Alexandrine, pu 

liſhed by.Selden, pag.2:9.39. tells, that there were 
twelve Presbyters conitiaite by S. Mark, and 
when. the See was vacant, they. did chuſe- one 

of their-;number to ſucceed,. and to be: their 

Head; and the reſt laid:their:hands a him, 

4  and'bleFdhim: yet this cannot hold true, as 

ſhall afterwards appear. iris 

- Butall Ionatins his Epiſtles, are full of the ſub- 

ordination of Presbyters to Biſhops, not. with- 

out very hyperbolical magnifications of the Bi- 

| ſhops Office. It 1s true, - in the vulgar Edwions 

theſe expreſlions are much more frequent; bue 

' 1nthe MediceanCodex(publiſhed by Voſs winch 

agreesnot only with the od Latin one publiſh- 

ed by Uſher, but alſo with the citations of Theo- 

| doret, and Athanaſime, and other ancient Writers 
which they have taken out of them ) chere-is'a © © 
great deal.of the ſubordination of Presbyters to 
Biſhops. Ep. ad Trl: he faith, Neceſſarmm eſt, 
quemadmodum facitis fine Epiſcopo nibil operart, 
—Omnes revereantur Epiſcypum ut Teſum Chri- 
| fum exiſtentem filium Patra, Presbyteros autem, ut 
| Cconcilium Dei, & conjuntionem Apoſtolorum. To 
| the Epleſe he bids Loa be ſubje&t 7# imordmws 
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10 Obſervations 'owthe-firſt Canom 


$ w1tounele and concludes that they: ſhould: 


_ obey theſe amemnicy 'Ndrug.: In his Epifþ.ito! 


the Magneſians, he faith, Duantum" Eprſcopuns 


quidem yocant, fine ipſo autem onmia: oper 


wherefore he adviſeth-them;' az onnig opiratitur | 


eſidente Epiſcopo i loco Dei, & Precbytericin 
es wa us Apoſtolorum. And deci tpeaks: 
of the age of Damas their Biſhop, whowas bur 
a young man, which. he calls according: to the 
vulgar Edition, 79 avon vibmre,: but inthe 
Medicean Codex , Tv qaouernv ' vewTSewy 76515: 
from which ſome will infer, that:Epiſcopacy:. 
was then newly invented, but ſuppoſe tharwere 
thecrue reading, which ſome queſtion, who in 
this prefer the vulgar reading, it is clear from 
the whole Epiſtle that he is ſpeaking of the Bi- 
ſhops age, and not of Epiſcopacy., And from 
2 T;m. 2.22. welce reorrent is properly youthful, 
and xe 15 that which is new. And what.tho 


Irnatius, who lived ſo near the Apoſtles time, | 


did call Epiſcopacy 4 new Order ? Many other 


places to the {ame purpoſe of the difference 


, among theſe Offices occur throughvall his:-Epr- 
les neither 15 there any room for debate :: but 
if thele Epiſtles be his; the difference of Biſhop 

and Presbyter hath begun in the -Apoſtolical 

* times. Bur that debare would + ge coo long'a 
digreffion here; thereforel refer the Reader, if 

ke dehire @ tull d:tcurion of ctharqueition tothe 
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them; ately pubbſhed by Do#or Pearſon, 'whole 
| harveſt is ſo- full; that he hath not-ſo muchas 
| kEftworkforagleaner. gs 51 
| - + Thar: of the Anpel: 11 the \Revelarion,)-.18 
brought by many,and that not without: ground; 
to prove that there was ſame:fingular.perſon.um 
theſe:Churches to whom.cach:Epiſtle was dire» 
&ed, and.we have a great deal of reaſon tabe> 
lieve that; Poljcarp was then 'Biſhop! of. the 
Church of /Smyrna. ren. lib; 35. cap. 3. and apud 
Euſeb. lib. 4. cap. 13. tells that Polycarp was | Nant {2 
Emory, Th $xxAncig. ww Equigre, © chioxgnOt Y 
xg]acateis, Now Ireneus tells how he was Poly 
carp his hearer and diſciple, and had conyerlgc 
with him in his youth, and had often heard. him 
teach. ; And as it were great uncharitableneſs to 
ſuſpe& the.truth-of bis narration.in a matter-of © 
fact, ſo! we-cannot think he.could have been -} 
" miſtaken in a matter of:thae importance. But 2: 
whatever jealouſje may fix upon Irenezs, there 
is no ſhadow of , ground, for. \uſpecing either ©. 
the veracity,or goodinformation of the Church 
of Smyrna, who (giving an account of his Mar- 
tyrdom 1n an Epiſtle 1nſerted 'by Exſeb, in his 
Hiſtory, 4ib.4s, cap. 14. ) call him Biſhop of the 
Catholick Church of Smyrna. 
| All that can be alledged againſt this, is, thac 
\ 1n their ſtile Biſbop and Presbjter were one a | 
| | ths 


the ſamething. Butthe contrary of this 15 clear 
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plainly appears, that he judged that the oe 
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1z Obſervations on the firſt Canon. 


from Treneus, who ſpeaks always of Biſhops as 
diftint from Presbyters: and tho he ſometumes 
call Biſhops Presbyters, yet he nevercallsPref- 


byters, Biſhops'; which' 1s alſo the ſtile of theſe 


. few Writers of that age, who ſometimes call 


Biſhops, Presbyters. © Euſebins tells from the te- 
ſtimony of the: Church of Lions, how he was 
firſt a Presbyter in Lions under Porbinus: after 
whoſe Martyrdom he ſucceeded him 1n- the 


Chair, and died Biſhop there. And if we 


will hear. himſelf; 5.3. cap. 3. when he is rec- 
kotting up the tradition of the Faith from the 
Apoſtles, he deduceth ic by all the Biſhops who 
dad / (it in Rome-from the Apoſtolick times: 
whence two things will follow ;: one, that he 


Judged there had been ſtill Biſhops- in that 


Church. The'ather, that he looked on- the 
Biſhop, as the chief depoſitary of the faith. 
Further, Euſeb, lib.5. cap. 24. ſets down his 
Epiſtle to YVior Biſhop of Rome, wherein he 
chides him for excommunicating the Eaſtern 
Biſhops; and there'he lays the whole blame 
upon Vi&or, without ſharing it among the Preſ- 
byters, and alſo commends the former Biſhops 
of Rome for their greater gentleneſs z whereby it 


of diſcipline lay chiefly in the Biſhops hands. 
Polycrates allo ( apud Euſeb. lib. 5. hiſt. cap. by ) 
VINCI» 
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Obſervations on the-firſl'Canon. 14 
vindicates the practice of their Church about 
the day of Eaſter, not only from the example of the' 
Apoſtles among them,but of the ſeven' Biſhops who 
preceded himis bis See.' From which'we may not 
only infet, that there ' was but one Biſhopin a 
City,from the days of the Apoſtles; but thachis 
authority was great, fince what they did; paſſed 
for a precedent to their Sacceſfors. And indegd 
the Erence of Biſhop and Presbyter, is fo 
evpreſls in Irenes, that the moſt Tearried: afſers 
tors of parity, confeſs the change was begun 
before his time, which was in the end of the 
ſecond Century, Now how this change could 
| have been introduced, when' there was neither 
Council, nor ſecular Princeto eſtabliſhit,when 
Churchmen were ſo pure ( Polycarpan Apoſta- 
lical Man, having died but abour thirty years 
before; beſides many other Apoſtolical men 
who had long ſurvived ) when the Church was 
inthe fire of perſecution, and fo leſs droſs could 
be among them ; when there was no ſecular 
intereſt to bait them toit : for on the contrary 
this ſubje&ed them to the firſt fury of the perſe-. 
cution, ſeems ſtrange. And it is not eafieto be. 
imagined, or believed, how this could have been 
ſo ſuddenly received through all the Churches, 
both Eaſtern and Weftern, and that there was 
none to witneſs againſt it; and that neither 
the ſincerity of ſome Presbyters, nor the pridy 
's 
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T4 Obſervations'on.the firſt Canon. 
of others, ſhould have moved them to appear 
for. their priviledges againſt this Uſurpation : 
And how-neither-Heretick, nor. Schiſmatick, 
ſaveone, and that about two hundred years af- 
ter, ſhould have charged. che Church with this: 
. on the contrary, all of them having their own 
Biſhops; and how this Governmeat continued 
inf{6.peaceable polleflion through the ſucceflion 
. of ſomany ages, till af late, that even funda- 
_ menzals/are brought-under debate 3 if this Su- 
periority. were eichze ſo criminal, as ſome hold 
£0 be, or had not been introduced at leaſt by 
ſome Apoſtolical men, if not by the Apoſtles 
themſelves, will not be eaſily cleared. © 
In the next Cenrtery we: have Tertullian ſpeak- 
ing clearly of the difference of Biſhops, Presby- 
zers and. Deacons, lib. de bapt. Dandi quidem jus 
habet ſumm:yus Sacerdos, qui & Epiſcopus, dehinc 
Presbyteri & Diaconi, non tamen fine Epiſcopi au- 
thoritate, ,propter Eccleſia bonum. Jdem de pre- 
{crapt. adverſ. her. cap. 32. Ceterum ſi que ( pre- 
{crptiones) ſe audent inſerere #tati Apoſtolice, ut 
ita videantur ab Apoſtolis tradite. — Edant ergo 
* origines  Eccleſtarum ſuarum, evolvant ordinem E- 
 Piſcoporum ſuorum, ita per ſucceſſimmes ab initio de-. 
currentem, at primns ille Epiſcepas, aliquem ex A- 
poſtolis,uel Apaſtolicis viris,qui tamen cum Apoſtolis 
perſeverarent, habuzrit authorem &* anteceſſorem ; 
hoc enim m1do Eccleſie Apoſtolice cenſus ſuos de- 
| fermwnt, 
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64/ervation on the firſt Canons '\15 
ferum, fieut Smyrneorum Eccleſia babens Polycar- 
pum, 4 Foanne collocatum refert: ficut Romanoruns 

a Petro Clementem ordinatum edit. Proinde utique 

& cater exbibent, quos ab Apoſtolis in Epiſco- 
atu conſtitutos Apoſtolics ſeminu traduces habeant ; 

confingant tale aliqujd bheretici, He alſo lib. 4. 

cont. Marcionem, cap. 5. faith, Ordo tamen Epi- 

ſcoporam ad originem recenſus, in Toannem ſtabit 
authorem. By which we ſee that he both judg- 
ed Biſhops to be of an Apoſtolical origene, and 
that he counted them different from Presby- 

| -ters. ' A little after him was Clemens Alex. who 
6. Strom. p. 667. ſpeaking of the Conſtitution 
of the Chriſtian Churches, ſaith, there were 
among them acxinai toxmer, Teo buvrigey gt 
Nexoroy, which he thinks was taken from the 
Angelick glory, and from their Oeconomy 
and adminiſtration. | 

We ſhall alſo find throughall Cyprian his Epi- 
ſtles this diſparity ſo clear, that it cannot be de- 

. nied, thet yet we find him as condeſcending as 
any. Epiff.6. writing to his Clergy: he ſaith, So- 
Ins reſcribere nihil potui, quando aprimordio Eps c0= 
patus mei ſtatuerim nihil ſine conſilio veſtro, & ſie 
conſenſu plebis mee, qpivata gerere ſententia. But 
even this looks like a yielding to a diminution' 
of that plenitude of power tro which he might 
have pretended, Epift. 65. writing to, Reg atian, 
who had adviſed with him concerning a my 

| tnat 
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 . x6 Odbſervdtions.y the firſt. Canos, 
' that had. carried infolently. toward him, . he 
. writes: Pro Epiſcopatss wigore, &. Cathedre au- 
_ thoritate, haheres poteſt atem, qua poſſes de illo-fbatim 
.windicari. (and about the end. ): Hec ſunt. enim 
. initia bereticorum, &.ortus atque conatue Schiſma- 
ticorum male copitantium, ut ſibi placeant, ut Pree-. 
pofitum ſuperbo tumiore contemnant, ſic de Eccleſid 
: receditur,: fic altare profanum forms collocatur, ſic 
contra pacem CHRISTI, & ordinationem, atque 
amitatem DEI rebellatur. Likewiſe we find Epift. 
- 31. written to Cyprian, by the Clerus Romanus, 
{the Seat being then vacant, what ſenſe they-had 
_ of the Biſhop's power, when they ſay ; Poſt ex- 
'- ceſſum nobiliſſime memorie Fabian, nondum eſt E- 
« prſcopus -propter rerum GO. temporum difficultates 
. conſtitutus, qui omnia iſta moderetur, & corum: qui 
lapſe ſunt poſſit cum authoritate & conſilio habere ra- 
| fFionem, Andifinany caſe we receivea teſtimo- 
 .'ny, {it ſhould be from the mouth of thoſe who 
. can only pretend to be injured. My next wit- 
- meſs ſhall be Dion9fius of Alexandria,wholſe fame 
..and authority was inferiour to none of the age 
- he lived in. I do not bring his words to prove 
.-there were Biſhops in the Church 1n his time, 
- fincethat 1s denied by nage : | But to prove how 
- - full and abſolute the. authority of the Biſho 
- was then, and that the Presbyters were {imply 
- determined by their commands. Great care was 
uſed to keep «6s Chriſtian Ailemblies wy: and 
there- 


4 / theſe who apoſtatiſed in the perſecution, were 


_ b > = "_ "huge OR I 2 "ern, LETS 
t Ez / : 7 6," | - EEO 
: , PER © ; ET CET wana. " 
$ Obſervations on the firſt Canon. T7 © 

, ; + - A 
_ therefore ſuch as fell in ſcandalous fins, 'chiefly 


not admittedto the Communion ofthe faithfal, -  * 
but after a long and heavy penitence: .And.a * 
 queſtionrifing, What ſhould be done withthoſe 
who died before they finiſhed their penitence $ © 
he in his Letter to Fabius Biſhop of Rome, tel- 
ling that - qo ſtory of Serapion, ſhews that im 
his Dioceſe the Presbyters ſent the Euchariſt to 
the fick who delired it, though they died be- + 
fore they had compleated their perutence : \and 
he adds how this was by his authority, #rroais..of 
Ow #7 Nbins, 765 dA mnranloplfes Te Bis, & Ne 
eifſo, &} wdnien & 2 aeyniew © ixanwoalles mers 
epic * iy iviamdts ammnd{my). Where from 
the ſtile of# Command given by him, which was 
the rule of ' his Presbyters, and the reſt of that * 
Epiſtle, it 1s as clear as any matter of fa&tcan 
| be, thatthe authority of Biſhops over their Preſ- 
byters was then full, abſolute, and undiſputed. © 
If we will believe En/ebius, who certainly 
hath been a diligent and great ColleQor,as any 
of all the Ancients, the whole Trac, both of 
his Hiſtory and Chronology, runs fully in this 
ſtrain ; and he gives us the Catalogues of the -- 
Biſhops of the Patriarchal Sees, from the days 
of the Apoſtles to his own time. And thoitis _ 
not to be denied that he hath been too credu- 
- lous1n ſome inſtances ; yet it 15 hard to think he 


could _ : | 


; \ 


13 Obſervations onthe firſt Candy. 
- could have been miſtaken in ſuch'a Trad of 
ſo many particulars. And we ſee from the {1xth 
Canon of the Council of Nice, me? «pain toy 
#exTerw.: That the power of Metropolitans over 
- Biſhops, was then accounted by that Council an 
ancient Cuſtom ; neither was there ever any op- 
poſition made to this before Azrius, who upon 
that accounts reckoned an Heretick by Epiph. 
lib. 3. her. 75. and alfo by _—_— ad Quod 
wult Deum,her.5 3.Epiphanius adds,that he was an 
Arrian, and gives the account of his Opinion in 
this matter,:thus : A4zrivs being a Presbyter in 
Sehaſtia, was offended when E»ftatbius was pre- {| 
ferred before him to that Biſhoprick : and tho 
Euſftathius took all ways to gain him,. and com- 
mitted. the Xenodochinns that was ghere to his 
-mlpection, yet Aerius too deeply irritated at the 
preference, ſaid : Luid eff Epiſcopus ad Presby- 
.terum; nibil differt hic ab illo, unus enim eſt honor, 
unus ordo, & una dignitas. Imponit munus Epiſco- 
pus, ita etiam Presbyter ; Iavacrum dat Epiſcopus, 
(militer & Presbyter. Diſpenſationem cults dirvint 
facit Epiſcopms, facit & Presbyter ſrmiliter ; ſedet 
Epiſcopus in throno, ſedet etiam Presbyter. B 
which he deceived many, and had divers fol- 
lowers: but it ſeems they have died with their 
Author, for we hear no more of them. 
Atedina in the Council of Trews, numbred 
with Aerius, Ferome, Ambroſe , Auguſtine, 
Chry- 


O&ſervations on the firſt (anon. 19: 
Chry[oſtom,T beodaret, Primaſin,and Sedulins, as if 
they fe been of the ſame mind, wherein he 
certainly ſpoke raſhly, and was either ignorant 
or indehiberate. We have already conſidered 
both Ferome and Ambroſe, or rather Hilary the 
Deacon, their opinions 1n this matter. _ 
| Allthat is gathered from Auguſtine, is, Ep. ad 
Hieronymum, where he ſaith : Quanquam | ſecun- 
Jum banorem wvocabuloram, que jam uſus obtinuit, 
E piſcopatus, Presbyterio major fit , multi tamen in re- 
bus Auguſtino Hieronymus major eff, Whence 
ſome, would infer that the difference of theſe 
was only in words, and brought in but by cu- 
. ſtom,:. But how thin and weak this 1s, it being 
but, a.ſmooth Complement, will appear to all, - 
eſpecially. if they ſer it ,in- the balance with 
__ great evidence that ſtands upon the other 
Mt 0 OO | * | | 
.  Chryfoſftom. hom. 11. on 1 Tim, when he is 
giving the reaſsn, why the Apoſtle paſſech from 
Biſhops to. Deacons, without giving rules to' 
Presbyters,.laith, the, reaſon was, #ns mas of 
uhovy, 3; 2085 th dvlar NSvoxaniap avadidiypiyct, xf 
axyaiay ms ixxauci. And a little atcer, he 
taxeth what ,'that little betwixt them was, 
Th 180. 28691dia wo avrhy VipBebingt, x; Ter wi- 
you, Soxuer mASorex[Eiv 735 moeoCuriges: But this Is - 
far' from. laying thac they were all one ; and. 
that. there ought to be no difference betwixt 
ha, A a then 


\ 


20 Obſervations on the firſt Canon? 
them. 'Chry/oft. alfo in his firſt Homily on'the 
Phil. 1. cap. on the word evy smoxomus, faith, 
Quid hoc ret eft ? An unius Civitatis plures erunt 
Epiſcopi? nullo modo. Verum ſic Presbyteros voca- 
wit, tunc enim nomina ivicem communicabant, 

Diaconns dicebatur Epiſcopm, And there he ſhews 
that Biſhop and Presbyter were taken promil- 


cuouſly ; for which he cites that of Timorhby's be- 
ing ordained by the Tmpoſition of the hands of 


the Presbytery, which he ſaith is to be-under- | 


Nood of Biſhops. Quia Presbyteri Epiſcopum nor 
ordinaſſent. ( And a bs ifter') Etiam Presbyters 
oljrn appelabantur Epiſcopi, & Diaconi Chriſti, & 
Epiſcopi Chriſti, unde nunc etiam multi Presbyters 
O&- Diaconi {cribuntur Epiſcopi. But he adds,:that 
in proceſs of time, each had their proper names 
appropriated to them. 

OEcumenens and TheephylaF, in this, and all 
other things, follow Chry/oſtom x7 mus As 
alſo Primaſias, who on 1 Tim. 3. gives the rea- 


ſon, why the Presbyters are not named. Eos i*» , | 


Epiſcoporum ordine comprehendit, quia ſecundus, 
- 300 pene uns eft gradus; Sedulins Scotus on the 
T. of Titxs, ſaith verbatim, that which Ferome 
hath on the ſame place, and fo it is to be conſ1- 
dered as all one with him'on the' matter.” >: 
But Theodoret's opifiiort 1s a little more per- 
plext, who on 1 7zz. tells, that rhe ſame per- 
ſons were called ſometimes Presbyters , ſometimes 
hs Biſhops : 


| 


| then called Apoſtles, andthat ini the progre 


'Rands 


— 


OBfervations va the firſt Canon; 5't. 
Biſhops, but theſe who are now called Biſhops, were 
en ca » NG FH | o eime 
they left the name of Apoſf les, © and the name of Bi- 
ſhops was appropriated to thers who were firſt called 
Apoſtles, Thus he. Theſe words it ſeems drop- 


" peffroti hith Without conſideration, for there 


is no ſhadow of ground to believe it was fo $ 
otherwiſe how came it,thatthe Apoſtle gave no 
ritles for, them, under that name: Burt' theſe 
words are ſufficiently toſſed by Prtavine and 
Walls Meſſalmus, And thus far we have an in- 
enuous account of the various Sentiments of 
the Fathers, about the diſparity of Biſhops and 
Presbyters. Rs 2 
The next thing in'this Cayos tobe conſider'd 
is, what is meant by z#Tvld. It isunqueſtion- 
able, that by this 1s underſtood Ordination b 
Impofition of hands, for all the Ancients uſe 
h1erTovie , & mrzdois promiſcuouſly : But Cris 
eicks judge that by the former we are to under- 
ſtan all that pertained to the Ordination, and 
the whole Office of it, . and that the latter is td 
be reſtrained to that patticular rite of Itmpoſi- 
tion. oF hands given in the Ordination. Nor 
do I teporniber of any place, where #erwie. 
for the Election of Chuirchmen, exce | 
in the fifth Cao of Laodicea, Which diſcharges 
it tobe in thepreſence of the hearers: and if we 
compare” that with the t 3Caron of the ſame 
Aa2 Goun: 
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Council; which diſcharges the- popular ele- 
\ . tions, we ſhall ſee the reaſon why popgrer ON 
forbid the ele&tionsto bein the peoples hearing, 
which. was for ayoiding tumults. Balſamon on 
this Canon refutes their miſtake, who under- 
Road it mea? digs, Which was Ne my mv oper 
- 2,-may, who founded their gloſs on that Canon 
of Laodicea, (which Zonaras and Ariſtenus doth) 
Luz enim fit in Eccleſia ordinatio per preces myſFicas 
fetiiur ation fiat coram multz.,And he proves 
is gloſs from the. 4. Cayon of Nice, which ap- 

- points the elections of the Biſhops to be by the 
whole Biſhops of the Province, or by three at 
leaſt. Therefore this Canon cannot be meant of 
the elections of Biſhops,  fince two ſuffice by 
this rule for a x#e5lofe ;. and by the recurring of 
this ſame word 1n. the next Canon, he confirms 
his aſſertion, fince.Presbyters and Deacons were 
not ( according to him ) eleted by Suffrages. 
Whence we ſee, how groundleſs a nicety theirs 
is, who would diſtinguiſh them, as if the for- 
mer had: been the election, the latter the ordi- 
nation. ,It is true o6e/Joic, 15. in the Greek Au- 
thors almoſt conſtantly taken forthe ele&ion of 
Magiſtrates, which was ordinarily done in Greece 
by the extention or elevation 0 the han - fo 
| Bud aus upon the word, and Cicero pro Flacco 
ſpeaks of their pſephiſmata porrigenda manu, pro- 
Jundendoq; clamote concitata. Bur that diſtin&ion 
$914 of 14; 15 


theſeminute critical Modes of ſpeaking are not 
attended to, and fince, before they were tola 
on hands, 'they were to ſtretch forth their hands 
on the head of the perſon, 'this word is not im- 
properly uſed for that action: 'and therefore; 
Atfs 14. 23. Y69ovicarres is uſed of 'Paul and 
Barnabas their ordaining of Elders, . where it is 
clear, it cannot be meant of the ele&ion by the 
people, but of their Ordination of Paſtors. 

- This word1n Scripture is alſo uſed for an ap- 


pointment, orele&ion, As Io. 41. argyoes]oric 7 


15 taken for G O D's eletion; and 2 Cor. 
8. £9. 1t 15 applied to thele' who were choſen 
to carry a Meſſage. As for the Ordination of 
CR it is nothingelſe _ a ſolemn Ces 
remony of bleſſing them, by laying on of hands. We 
find of old,: that all who were called ont for any 


Divine Service, wereſolemaly ſeparated for i, | 


{o were both Kings, Prieſts; and Prophets. An 
the Law of Nature faith, that to all Functions 


for which a great veneration 1s due,there ſhould 


be a ſolemn Inauguration. The laying of the 
hand upon the head, was the rite of Benedi- 
tion, Gen, 48. 14. Facob blefling Foſeph's Chil- 


drendath it with that Ceremony: In like man- IF 


ner, Deut. 34. 19. did Moſes bleſs Foſhuab. 
We lce alſo by the {inners laying on their hands 
onthe head of the Sacrifice, that is was a Cere- 
Aa 3 mony 
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& not obſerved in ſacred Writings, in which  .* 


_ LG 
- vr I<t 


this 'was appropriated! to 


. whence: at.p the L 
ir req ; 3. hor | or pon chele:acdounts, 


©Churchmen, who are to be both bleſſed; and 
' feyored to 6G Q D, #7 +25 
| Wefind this ceremony al din he New 
- Teſtament: on. many-and differentioccations; 
_  ſometimes' when they healed diſeaſes; Mark 16. 
S. They ſhall lay their hand on the ſick, and they (ball 
recover... .And our -L:9 R: D- uſually ed 
+: fick with: his hand. 4#s 28.8. S:Ponllays 
hands, on \Publizs. - Likewiſe, when they 
"conferred the holy Ghoſt on any who werebap- 
_ tized, they uſed! this ceremony, ſo 4#s 8. 15. 
- and 19.6. ed farther, when chey appointed 
— any forthe Miniſtery.of the Goſpel, they ſepa- 
rated and: bleſſed chem, by the laying':on of 
' hands 3:40. 1 Tim. 4.1 15. and '5. 221 and 2 Tim. 


A * 1; 6. Deacons were alſo ordained by-this. cere- 


- mony, Atts 6.6. As alſo when they ſent any on 


= a'particular miſfion, though already ſan@ihed 


for the work of the Goſpel, they laid hands on 
them : ſo A&s 13. 3. Paul and Barnabas were 
ordained for the Miniſtery of the. Gentiles. From 
all which it is clear-that they uſed-impohition of 
hands,as the conſtant ceremony of Benedi&tion, 
and asa conconntant of 1t; and notias/a;ceremo- 
ny of 1 it ſelf 6 griſſcane and facramental.;- 
Among 


the: Qrdination of 
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'. Among. the Ancients, Impoſition of hands * 
was. uſed not only in Confirmation, which is 
| undoubted, and is by many founded on that of _ * 
"} Hebrews 6.2. where laying. on of hands being 

| Joined with Baptiſm, and. reckoned among 
| foundations, ſeems to be common to all Chrt- | 
ſtians, But they alſo uſedicin the receiving of * 
| penitents : ſo 19th Canon.of. Laodicea..... © : 
E As:for the form of ordaining Biſhops, we ſee 
here it was to be done by Biſhops, which 1s 
| agreed tobyall, only Eutychizs ſeems to ſay, that 
| 1n-Alexandria Presbyters ordained the Biſhop. . 
{ But as forthe number of the Biſhops who were 
to ordain, this ſeems to. be later, and more 
ſutable to the ſtate of the Churches afcer they 
were conſtituted, than while they were under - 
perſecution. The number of three was appoint- 
ed, Conc, Arel. 1. Can. 21. Nic. Can. 4. Arel. 2. 
Can. 5, Carth. 2. Can. 12. And ſee more of 
this Gretian diſt. 64- This ſeems to have been 
founded on Timouhby's Ordination, which 1s ſaid - | 
to: have been done. by the - Presbytery, which 
* Chryſoſtom:underſtands of a Company :of Bi- 
ſhops... But ic-is not probable, chat in the cime 
of perſecution, when Biſhops neither durſt leave 
their own flocks, nar meet in any number, thus 
was then obſerved; and divers accounts are giv-' 
en. of Qcdinations, where we hear only of one 
Biſhop ordainings Gregory Thaumaturg , Was 
Aa 4 ordain- 
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ordained by' Fidms Biſhbp' of -Amaſja, who 
went tothe Wilderneſs to ſeek him.” And there 
are. many inſtances among'the Laves of the'So-/ 
litaries, of ſuch as were' brought t6 2 Biſhop,: 
and ordained by him, without any 6ther afliſt-! 


ing him. So Syneſias Epiſt. 69. tells how Sideri- 


5 was ordained a'Biſhop, 'only by Philo Biſhop 
of Cyrene;' and tho he call-chac a Tranſgrefion 
of the dxe:Bz, and confefleth it was not t43{nuax,, 
but 3#%ouos, fince he was neither ordained int 
Alexandria, nor by three Biſhops ;} yer hejuſti- 
fies it from the neceflity'of the times wherein 
ſuch'freedom of Aﬀemblies was riot'ſafe. And 
Gregory the Great allowed Auguſtine to ordain 
alone in England; who upon that did ordain 
fome Biſhops alone, as Beds relates. ' Diony/irs 
the Areopagite cap. 5. de Eccleſ. hierar: giving the 


- atcountof the Ordination of Biſhops, _ 


it asdone by one perſon. Ann 555. after Vigi- 
lizs Biſhop of Rome his death, Pelagins who got 
himſelf made his Succeffor, being {ufpe&ed of 


. -. acceſſion to his death,” could only: gee two'Bi- 
' thops;to wit, Foannes Peruſinus, and' Boys Feren- 


4 


rin, who with Andreas Presbyter of Oftia, laid 


| Hands on nm. And hereis a Presbyterilaying 


hands on a Biſhop. - The Church of Rome, at 
this day, 'ordinartly' diſpenſeth with” this; ' ſo 
that one Biſhop and two Abbots do ofterr or- 


T he 


OWSPotiont on the'fih Canon, i 
-TFhe Areopagite Ioc;"cit; gives the account"bf 
the Biſhops Ordination, whom he-always'\eatls 
reeapyyt, thas s' He who was to be ordainied; Wit 
brought to another Biſhop,and kneeling before 1he Als © 
tar; the Goſpels were laidion|bis bead; and the Bi. 
ſhops hand; 'and ſo he was conſecrated with u bly 
Prayer, ani then marked with-the ſign of the eraſs'; 
and laſt i hoes by the Biſhop, and whole holy 
Order.” His Theory on thisiis:: Their coming to 
_ the Altar,'ſhews the ſubjecting of their whole life to 
GOD: Laying on of hands, is as'a Father's bleſſvip 
of his Child: The fign of the croſs ſipmifies,' thi vhty 
are to follow C H RIST, even t6 the croſs. Their 
ſalutation ſignifies their union one with anot bir: and 
the Goſpel us laid on the Biſhops head, 'beeaaſe he 
being the head of the Hietarchy, 'z to illuminate 
the reſt, _ 0 Naa - 
. - Withthis agrees the fourth-Council of Cars 
thage, wheretherules are at length ſer dowrifot | 
the tryals and qualifications'of Biſhopþ3-3+and 
Canon fhrſt,at the end,we have;,Cum in bis: nil 
bus, examinatus, fuerit inventus plene* mſtruths, 
trmccumconſenſu Clerigoram'& laicorum,' '&- con 
ventu totius provincie Epiſcoporum, maximeq; Me- 
'tropolitam-vel. dutboritate web praſemtia, ordinetur 
Epiſcopw. And Canon ſecond : Epiſcopus quuns 
ordinatur; duo Epiſeopiponant & teneant Evangelio- 
rum codicen ſuper caput & cervicem ( alter verti- 
cens ) ejus, © uno ſuper eutn fundente benedifiouem, 
4 reliqui 
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reliqui onmes Epiſcopi, qui adſunt, manibus ſuis ca: 
ont rangant. And of this ſee Gratien dif. 2.3 


77. where we finda Biſhop was to be. five 


ears.a-Lefor or one years an Aco- 
thor Subdeacon, and five years a Deacon, ere he 
bez Presbyter, and then he may hope. for the 
higheſt degree. But in another Chapter 'it-is 
ſaid, he.muſt be: ten years a Presbyter, ere he 
can be. Biſbop. And in another Chapter, none 
could be a Deacon under twenty five years of ' 
e. \ But by the Civil Law, the age both of - | 
Feop and Presbyter is the ſame; 'to wit, thirty 
ye: Theſe previous degrees were introdu- 
ced,andthe years of tryal in them were appoint- 
ed,.thatall mighebe pragared and rightly form- 
ed- before they were ,admitted to.the. govern- 
ment of the Church. - Among other ceremo- 
nies in: the ardination of Buhops, 1n ſome places 
they. were - anointed; with the Chri/-ma, - Na- 
24anz.Orat.2o.tells, thathis father had ſo anoint- 


- ed Baſile : and: Orat. 5. tells,: that himſelf was 


ſaordained : butit.ſeemsthat that was a cuſtom 


| - pecuhar to that Cauntry, fince we meet-not 
| , Withitſoearly elſewhere. 


.. As for the ele&ions of Biſhops, we have ſeen 
from .Ferome and Eutychins, how the Presbyters 


' - did.chooſe the Biſhop. But in Africk,. the Sy- 


nod with the Clergy, and the people did it; of 
which we havea tull account from Cyprian, epi 
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68. De traditione divind: & Apoſtolicd = 7 

tone tenendum eſt, Served yd apud nos 

guaque, O& fere per Provincias univerſs % tenetur, ub | 

ad ordinationes rite celehrandas, ad eam plebems cu 

prepofitus ordina;ur, Epiſcopi ejuſdan Provinces : 
proxim1' quique conveniant, & E Piſcopus delegatiir 

pid my nem que ſingularum vitam Lil 

| uſq; attumAde ejus converſatione per- 

ſhemerie _ a little before, he ſaith,. Plebs Bo 

4 —_— habet poteſt ate wel el SAcer: 

| dotes, wel indignos recuſandi.... An frams t of 

| MNumb. 10, where. Moſes ſtript-Aarop ;! and 
clothed 'Eleazer before all:the. Congregation, 
he proyes'that it was'of:divine Authority, that 
the ſacerdotal ordinations ſhould not be,; if 
ſub populi afſiſtentis conſciewid ut plebe precſente,uel ; 
deteg antur malorum crimina, vel bonoruns merits - 

| predicentur,. & ſit ordinatio juſta & gta; que 
ommium judicio & ſuffragio erit examinata.... 
this Mets: heſaith,held in the ordination both 
of Biſhops,Prieſts and Deacons. And Epiſt. 33. 
heexcuſeth himſelf, that he had ordained'one 
a Le&or withour-the conſent of his. people, 
cthongh he had been a Confeſlor in the perfecu+ 

'  tion- the Epiſtle is directed to the Presbyters, 

| Deacons; and the whole peaple, 'and begins : 

| Inordinationibus Clericts ſolemus vos ante conſulere, . | 

| © mores ag merits ſingulorum communi conſilio pou + 

derare.” Al 


id 
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ys Obſervatrons onthe firſt Canon, 

-Allthatwe meet withconcerning this iti Scii- 
pture; is the chuſing of che Deacons by the peo- 
ple;z4#s 6. for thatof 4&s1 4.23. 1s clearly miſap- 
plied.1Ti”:.3.a Deacon ſhould be firſt approved, 
and 73145-1:6-a\ Biſhop muſt. be drenannG>; and 
thereby it appears,” that'certainly lome enquiry 
was to be made 1nto'his Converſation, which ac 
” leaſt miſt have been-a-Promulgation befare- 
© Hand. | So we find Cones Chale. can.i6. 5 yoggn- 
riworG- Haneuforni.”' And Lampridins 11 the life 

, of Alexander Severms\tells,; that he-uſed- ſuch a 
courſe tbefore he made any Governor:of a Pfo- 
vitnce.' Dicebatque grave eſſe non fieri-in Provincia: 

rum refforibus, cum'1id Chriftiaui &;fud ei facerent 

in pradicandss Sacerdotibas; qui erdimands ſunt. 

But: there were frequent: difordersi\nme:theſe 
elections, which occaftoned the: 1.3: Ganon'of 

_ the Council of Laogicea;' Ties 78, wi with Synurg 
 Gdrrpiageiy Tas iA0as mobi any WinNbvawy ain 

Hut ls teegray : and by the Canon X goeth -bes 

fore that, the ele&ion of Biſhops is' cammitted 

to the Biſhops of the Province, which was allo 
eſtabliſhed by the Council of Nice,-fourth and 

ſixth Canon. Likewiſe Fuſtiniangi Nov., 123; 

cap. i. excludes the people from the election of 

- the Biſhop, but leaves ic to'the Clergy; and the 
 primores Civitats, to name a liſt of. three, out of 
which the A was to chooſe one.” 'The 


Biſhops wers to be ordained in the preſence of 
[+ ths 


Obſervations on the firſt Canon. 3x 
_ the People, where every,one might propoſe his 
ie x paw why he might not be ordained, 
which were to be examined before they pro- 
ceeded to the Ordination.. So Conc. Antioch. 
Canon 19. and Carthag. Canon 49. and Fuſtiniar 
Zit, I. Now. Conſt, 1, 2.17. according to. Photizes 
in Nomocan, tit. .1.:cap. $8. Yet. thele popular 
elections were not wholly taken away, and at 
leaſt the. peoples conſent was asked : but there 
weregreat diſorders 1n theſe elections, Naziant. 
Orat.. 14. at his Father's Funeral | inſtanceth 
them in two caſes at Ceſares, where his Father 
was preſent ; in which there. were factions at 
the election of the Biſhop: In one of them it 

was that Ba/il was choſen. eres: 
Ammian Mercellin tells what tumults were 
at Rome in the elections of their Biſhops, of 
whom he ſaith, Supra modum humanum ad ra- 
piendam: ſedem Epiſcopalem ardebant : So that at 
 theelecion of Damaſws the faction betwixt ts 
eletors, and thoſe that were for Urci/nuws, brake 
out into ſuch a tumult,chat there were in Baſilic4 
Sicinins, ubi ritus Chriſtiani eſt Conventiculum, cen- 
rum triginta ſeptem peremptoram cadavera reperta, 
lib.27. And he adds, It was no wonder they 
ſtruggled ſo about it, becauſe id adept; futuri 
ſunt ita ſecuri, ut ditentur oblationibus matrowarum, 
procedantque vehiculss inſidentes, circumſpette veſti- 
t4, epulas curantes profuſas, adeo ut eorum convivia 


Re- 


ren[r ou ofſe potevant beari vewh- 
itudone deſpetts quam vitize oppt- 
, 6d imitationens quortndam provinciatiung Ai- 
 tiftitum. <iverent, quos 'tenuitas edendi potamdiqute 


- Becauſe of thoſe diſorders in ele&tions,it was 
that' Naz/anz. Orat. ig. wiſhed, that the ele- 
ions were only or chiefly in their hands who 
ſerved at their Altar. Sir enim navquan Eccleſirs 
male efſet, Therefore he deſires they ſhould no 
-more be commutted' 3s yu; opibas ac porentid pol- 
lent ant plebis imperui ar temeritats, atque etian 
lebeiorum wiliſſimo aut contempr inns tuique, as 
. had been before.” - Adding, that No Meters 
which were in ſuch eleions, made him loath 
his life, and long to bein a Wilderneſs: 

. One effe& of theſe confuſed ele&ions was, 
that ſome who were not Presbyters, tiay not ſo 
- much as Chriſtians, were choſen Biſhops :! for 
Oyar. 25. on Baſil, when he tells how Baſil was 
firſt ordained a Presbyter, he regrates that ma- 

ny Biſhops oft-times leaped into the Chair with- 
© but any preceding degree, which was 'contra- 
ry to Nature and Reaſon, ſince among Saylors 
none 1s made at firft a Pilot : nor 1s there any 
at firſt made a General among Soldiers. | Nunc - 
untem periculum eft, ne ordo omnilimy ſanitiſſimus, 
ET 010711 
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emiim thdxim fit ridicults: now evien virtutemis- 
gs, quam maleficio, & ſcelere Sacerdotiuns para- 
1 tur, net digniorum , ſed potentiorum throni ſunt. 
| Adding, that none is called/ 7 Phylician, -be-: 
| fore ha underſtand diſeaſes, nor a Painter be- 
fore he.can'mix colors. Anmtiftes contra facile in 
 wenitur, 101 elaboratus, ſed recens,----Uno die 'ſan- 
Fo fingimmus, eoſque [apientes & eruditos efſe yube- 
mus, qui nihil didicerunt : nec ad Sacerdotium quic- 
uam pris contulerunt quam welle, And Orat.'t9. 
| he pR = Cyſores - _ of a Bi- 

1 , his Father and other Biſhops being- 

ſent, there aroſe a great ſedition aboutit, Lo 
could 'not | be eaſily compoſed, pony thorow 
the peoples fervor about the Faith, partly tho- 
row the eminence of the Chair, which madethe 
contentions greater, But at length the whole 
people with one conſent made choice of a per- 
| fſonof greatquality, but not yet baptized, tobe 
| heir Biſhop from which he was very averſe, 
but they cookhim by force,and by the affiſtance 
of ſome Soldiers then in the City, haled him 
-to the Church, and defired the Biſhops, not 

without threats,to ordain him ; whereupon 
 overawed by fear and force; firſt vari him, 
and then/ſet him upon the Throne; but more 
with © their hands than with'their heart; Chry- 
ſoft. allo Iih: 3. de Sacerdotio," cap, 15: ſhews the 
_ evi] of thele popular elections,: and wg” Int 
them 
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34 Obſerovations'on the firſt Canon: 
them they looked more to riches and honor, 
than to.true worth. = POS? DOOR TE 
-- But. where the. Synodical elections were ſet 
up, the People were not wholly excluded from 
their intereſt in the choice, as we ſee particu- 
larly in the Churches of Milan and Hippo. Nei- 
ther. were theſe Synodical ele&ions ſo regular 
a5: Nazianzen hoped, which appears from two 
famous -Inſtances of. Ne&arius and Ambro- 
© Ne&arius came to the Council of Conſtanti- 
xople.1n the company of Diodorus Biſhop 'of Tar- 
ſ«s.:..and then it was, that upon ſome differen- 
ces. ( as you ſhall ſee afterwards) Nazianzen re- 
tired from Conſtantinople. And Ne&ariusthink- 
ing. to.go home to his Country, came to his 
Biſhop Diodorus to ask his blefling, and receive 
his commands. But -at that time all, Diodorus 
thoughts were, how a fit Perſon might be found 
for. Conſtantineple, and looking on Ne& arias, 
.con{idering his Gravity, his gray Hairs, and 
ſweet Temper, he thought (it ſeems by a Divine 
Inſpration ) what if he were made Biſhop. 
And thereupon pretending another errand, he 
took him to the Biſhop of Antioch, and whiſper- 
ing him 1n the Ear, bid him conſider how fic 
a Perſon Ne&arius might prove for the Biſhop- 
rick of Conſtantinople. Meletins laughed in his 
heart at Diodorus his ſimplicity, wha ſhophl 
thin 


A 
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think of: NeFarivs; when ſo many famous Men 
had been named for that See by their Biſhops. 
After that, Theodsfius the Emperor commanded 
the Synod to give him in writing a liſt of ſuch 
perſons as were judged fit for that Chair, which 
ing laid upon A4:{:tus to draw, he to gratifie 
Dijodorus, plats NeFarius among them. The Em- 
peror at firſt reading began to think of Ne&a- 
Fius: but at ſecond reading, poſitively con- 
cluded that he muſt'be the Biſhop. The Synod 
was amazed, and began to enquire about him, 
and found that he was but a Catechirmen, where- 
tporr they deſired the Emperour to change his 
mind; but he contitwing reſolute, the Synod 
yielded : and after they had baptized him, they 
ordained him Biſhop. And by this we ſee that 
the Synod made the liſt, but the Emperour na- 
med the perſon. ; | 
-- Near of kin to this is the ſtory of Ambroſe. 
After Auxentius the Biſhop of Mzian his death, 
Palentinian the Emperor called a Council of Bi- 
ſhops, and appointed them to chuſe ſome holy 
bil fie perſon co be Biſhop there, Cujus author:- 
tati & nos ſubjiciamur, cujuſq; reprebenſiones ferre 
z0n dubitemus. Etenim ut Imperatores nos ſimus, 
terum potiamur, homines tamen eſſe nos, & huma- 
nis lapſibus obnoxios fatendum nobis eff, Put the 
Synod referred the Ele&tion back to him}, that 
he might name the © "1N yet he refuſed « 
| an 


a 


36 Obſervations on the firſt Canon. 
and told them, it waz their buſineſs;addi Bo Bgo | 
wero,id & wiribus meis majus & ab officio meo alie- + 
wm judico, But as they went to conſult about 
this, the people of A4:laz did all run together to 
the Church to chuſe their. Biſhops, ſome of 
them were Arrians,. and. others Orthodox, . and 
each party was contending to have the Biſhop 
choſen of their own fide.' At that time Ambroſe 
2 Noble Roman of the Conlular Order,was Pre- 
fe there, to whom Valentinian, when heeſent 
' him to that charge; ſaid, YVade, age non ut Fudex, 
ſed ut Epiſcopm. He fearing that the concourle 
of the people might end in a Tumult, came 
among them to prevent that, and with great 
ſweetneſs exhorted them tocalmneſs and unity ; 
whereupon they much taken with his Ch & 
cryed out with one accord ; Let Ambroſe be Bi- 
ſhop. But he refiſted this as much as he could, 
and did chide them for their indeliberate choice 
of a ſecular perſon, who was a ſtranger to-Eo- 
clefiaſtical affairs, and not ſo much as initiated 
into the faith,for he was not then baptized. Yet 
the Synod approving of their Eleion, he was 
firſt baptized, and then ordained Biſhop. ,But 
Paulinus adds, that after his Ba iſm, he paſt 1 
order through all the Ecclefiaſtical degrees, and 
on the eighth day was ordained Biſhop there. 
Thus went the Synodical Ele&ions : but it was a 
great while before that, eyven.in the Elections of 


the 


. 
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the Biſhops of Rowe, the people were wholly 
barred. from their einidatin. And of all this 
ſee at large Antonius de Dominis, lib. 3. de Repub; 
Metropolitans wers choſen by the Patriarchs, 
and the Patriarchs by the Emperours: but in 
fonie caſes, the Emperours took che EleQions 
ſimply to theinſelves; at other times, they' re- 
fiomed only the ratification of them to them- 
ſelves: and fo for a great while,the Ele&ions of 
the Biſhops of Rome were to be ratified, either 
by-the Emperors of the Eft, or by their Exarchs 
at Ravewna. And after that Charles the Great aſ- 
ſumed the Empire of the eff, it was decreed 
in a Synod at Roe, that. the Election of the 
Roman Biſhop belonged tohim : and accord- 
ingly he was 1n poſſeflion of it, though his 
Succeſlors did ſimply flip from it. Now the 
Ele&ions are in-the hands of the Canons and 
Prebends, which is an art to make the E- 
le&ion/go what way the Superior will. But the 
Chapters chuſing the Biſſiop, was not known to 
the Aricients,ic belonging to the whole College 
+ of the Presbyters without diſtin&tion. And all 
who delire the refticution of Church diſcipline, 
think, that the erecting of Provincial Synods, 
and giving:the power of ele&ing Biſhops to 
them, 1s both the beſt method, and moſt agree- 
ableto/all Annquity, 
Bb 2 A 
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' .- A See. was not to'lie-vatant over three - 
gnonths, northe ordination of a Biſhopdelayed, 
except.upon an inexcuſable neceſlity,otherwiſe 
the Metropolitan was liable to Cenlure; Conc. 


wy Chalc. Can, 25. and in the Counal of Sardice, 


x age) .Ofus propoſed, that none ſhould be Bi- 
"ſhop till he had paſſed through-all the inferior 
degrees, and had finiſhed the'Miniſtery of a 
Lecor, Deacon, and Presbyter ; -and to. this all 
the. Biſhops there preſent gave their- conſent : 
butby the inſtances already marked,we ſte that 
this order was not univerſally obſerved. \Now. 
' 123. it is decreed, that a Biſhop be atleaſt three 
months among the | Clergy, deve he be or- 
dained, that he may be inſtructed:in the Eccle- 
flaſtical Miniſtery and ſervice. f we 
Another Cuſtom there had been of Biſhops 
ordaining Succefſors for themſelves :- ſo Exſeb: 
lib. 7.cap.26. or according to the Greek diviſion, 
x6 £A.. tells how Theotecnus Biſhop of Ceſares, 
ordained 4natolins to be his Succetibr;and that 
for ſometime ap were both Biſhops together. 
In other places they did not ordain;: bur only 
defign their Succefſors. Yet Angus Was. Or- 
dained ng dap po by ins + _— Va- 
lerias ; but he apologizes for this; Epiſt.' 110. 
and faith, that he did nor. know that 5 6h con- | 
trary to the Council of Nice, which decreed | 
that there ſhould be burone _——_—_— a 
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City. And from that Epiſtle we ſee it was or- . | 
dinary for, Biſhops to deſign their Succeſſors,  ; 
which was dons to prevent the tumules were 
uſually in EleQions. And Augſtis tells us ofia - * * 
diſorder which had been in a neighbor Town, - 
becauſe the Duſhops though he had deſigned his _ 
Succeflor, yet not-publiſhed:1t. ' Therefor : 
he to evite that hazard, defigned Eradius to be 


his Sucefſor, co which all che people aſncod : 
a kE 


o 


Yet leſt chis might have opened.a door for Bi- 
ſhops to have tranſmitted their Sees to their kin- 
dred or Friends, it was decreed inthe Council © : 
of Antiech,Can.23. that any!luch defignationof . * 
'' Succeflorsmade - Bihops, ſhould be declared _ © 
null, and that the Ele&tion of the Biſhop ſhould 
be in the hands. of the Biſhops of that Synod 
mhereche Seglay. 1 7 
There might be þur ono Biſhop in a City for | 
-Enities ſake, yet ſomerimesthere were Coadju- _. 
tors; ſo Nazganzen was Coadjutor to his Father. © 
And Agutin.in his ſecond Conference with 
he Donariſts, offered that 1f-.che Donarifts over- 3 
came, then t: 2 ſhould yield their Blbopricks 
-to them; butif the Donarits were overcomeby |. 
TEe and. ſo ſhould return.co the community 
of the Church,..chey. ſhould .admuc:them to/be 
+ F£onjund& Biſhops with them..Sq-was the Schulm - . * 
 3n Antioch betwixt the Meletianiſts and the Pau- 
Uaniſts (erled, ;.that po ould be Biſhops toge- «2 


ther 


* 


 - : ther; andall ſhould obey him that ſurvived; th 


this they all agreed, — by Oath. 


Yer Flavianus, oneof Miletus his diſciples, after 
his death, got himſelf choſen Biſhop, but was 
in that condemned by," POST 
 - Tris true;/ithat the Novatians tr divers Sees 
'had-diftin& "Biſhops, but theſe were Schiſma- 
ricks. Yetin the/beginning of Chriſtianity, it 
would appeat'that'there were more Biſhops in 
one place: for Terrullian and Epiphanius affert, 
that: Clemens was ordained Biſhop of Rome by 
S. Peter. Andiyeralt reckon Linus to have fuc- 
ceeded him” So'alfo Evodins:1s generally ret- 
koned-to be'the'irft Biſhop of Anticch ; thas 
Euſebins, ' Origen and Ferome. Yer Chryſoftors 
and' Theodoret ſay,' that Jonatins 'was ordained 
»ens his Conftitutions,they offer a clear accounc 
of this; that Evodius was appoinced' Biſhop 'of 
the' Circumcifion, and Tpnatizs Biſhop of the 
Uncircumecifionzand that after Evodias's death, 
both Churches grew in one, The fame alſo"s 
applied toche difference' abour Lmas, and" Cle- 
ens by others, 'as' if Linus had been Biſhop of- 
the Circumcifion;end Clement of the Uncircum- 
cifion ; andthat after Clerurs death they all grew 
1n one, and'ſubmitted to'Clemens, However, it 
1 clear that-ir every Charch there was bur one 
Biſhop : an&accordingly was decreed, _ 


' there by S.Perer. If there be ne” Eninrnoby in Ck 
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By which ſtile we {ee they guarded againſt the 
diforder of two Biſhops in a City,as a thing un«' 
doubtedly irregular, which hath been account- 
ed ſo before that time : ſo that this of ove Biſhop 
8 a City, 15 not to be accounted'an a& of that 
Council; but a reference to ſome former a&;, or 
at leaſt an univerſally recerved practice. Yet 
the firſt ſucceſſion ar the Biſhops of Rome, tha 
always perplexed, 15 much more fo, from the 
moſt learned Yoſfius ( his Obſervations in his 
Letter to River, ſubjoined to Door Pearſon's 
Vindicie of Ignatins his Epiſtles: ) who from all 
the Manuſcripts of Damaſus his lives of the Popes, 
informs us, that S. Peter did ordain both Linus - 
and Cletus Biſhops of Rome : and after ſome en- 
quiry into the matter, he concludes, that ar farft 
there were three Biſhops 10 Rome at ance, Linus, 
Cletus, Anencletus, In the next Succeffion, he 
places Cletus, Anencletus and Clemens ; but Anen- 
cletus ſurviving both the other, ſate alone at 
Rome: after whom there was but one Biſhop 
there. Yet I know not if Damaſus ought to. 
have ſach authority, that upon his teſtimony 
we are bound to believe a thing ſo different 
from the accounts given by elder and more 
unqueſtioned Writers. - NETF 7 
"All ambitus was condemned in Biſhops; but 
it ſeems that in Nazianzen's time it *Was too 
WE” Bb 4 com- 
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common: For.he. in-his. Apologetick regrates 
how ſome meiy dZiu wi ocynivar hs incyis 


Fe» 


 uramiyret 78 bruatQr, tanquan non virtutis ex- 
emplum, ſed vittis parandi occafionem & ſubſidium 


bunc ordinem eſſe judicantes : ac non munus referent. 
dis rationibus obnoxium, ſed imperium ab omni cen- 
ſurd immune. And a little after; Prius. fere 


mM. primam comam abjecerimus, puerilig, more. 


balbutire defierimus. — $i duo aut tria pia verba 
didicerimus, eaque non ex leftione, ſed ex ſola aud;- 
rione bauſta, ant Davidi paulum oper dederimns, 
aut pallium [cite contraxerimns,aut 20na tenus phi- 
loſophati fuerimus, pietatis quandam ſpetiem nobis 
illinentes, 0 prafetturam! 0 elatum animum' Tu- 
ftimian. Conſt, Nov. 137. cap. 1. complains, that 
abſque examinatione, atq; honeſt atis vite teſt imonio 
ordmantur Epiſcopi, Presbyteri, & Diaconi, &cc. 
And there divers places out: of Nazianzen's. A- 
pologetick are cited, to ſhew that Ordination 
ſhould be gong about cum 09; diligentid atque 


rigore, Cad. de Epiſc & Cler. leg. 31. Tantum ab. 


ambitu debet eſſe ſepoſitus, ut quaratur cogendns, 
rogatus recedat, invitatuns effugiat, ſola ſibi ſuffra- 
gerur nece{ſitas excuſandi. Profetto enim eſt. mdig - 

 nus Sacerdotio, niſi fuerit invntatus, muitus.  - 
Chry/oftem in this third Book de Sacerdotio, cad. 
19. among the qualifications of a Biſhop, rec- 
kons. for a ;chief one murrozddw avs mis 7% 
T&fyuarf Anvvulc xgSapiien di 130 Juv. Nam 
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Obſervations onthe firſt;Cann., 43 | 
ſj ad cum principatum. adipiſcendum vehementi anj; 
911 affettu rapietur, eo | adepto._ impotent;orem ſane 
ſux ambitions flammam incendet: ac wiitandem 
captus, ut fibi adeptum bonorem ftabiliat, nulli non 
peccato ſerviet : yn adulandum, ſeu ſervile quid: 
piam. atque indignum ſult inendum, (eu res magno' 
pecuniee ſumpta tentanda : nam quod nonnulli cedi- 
bus Ecclefias compheverint, comaminarintq, tum 
ejnus honoris gratid depugnantes, civitates aliquot 
unditus everterunt dicere bic pretermitto, ne qui- 
buſdam willear ea in medium afferre que fide ma- 
fora ſunt. And to preoccupy the objection from 
1 7.1.3. he adds, 'E3u" Ns & tp, ms I dude 
Tag, % Jovazing 6320 yurry ermey cava Jewey. And 
among other advantages of one who wants this 
too forward deſire, he reckons this «Js mv ng- 
vuigeorw dvris Iidbuze. And with a great deal of 
ingenuty, he confefſeth how ſtrong that un- 
lawful defire was in himſelf, which: frighted 
him from entering in holy Orders. | 
How far Nazianzen was from all ambirzs, the 
whole tra of his life doth fully diſcover. - He 
was no ſooner ordained a Presbyter, than he 
with his friend Baſile, at that time likewiſe or- 
dained, fled to Pontxs, where they lived a great 
while, purifying their ſouls in the exerciſe of 
prayer and mortification. After which they re- 
turned home. Nazianzen out of compatlion 
to his Father who preſſed his return, and Baſile 
OUT 
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44 Obſervations on the' firſ*Canon.' 
ont of zeal to Religion, and the Church 'thery 
. over-run with Arrians; S. Baſile by the means 
of old Nazianzen, was choſen and ordained Bi- 
= Ceſarea , and he ordained Naziantior 
Biſhopof S2ſime : but he,what through his love 
of retiremenc, what becauſe So/ime being 2 ſtage 
of the Waggoners, was full of ſtirs and'difor- 
ders, Ae... "mack lefc that place, in which he 
was ſer againſt his heart. 'And ſome ſay thathe 
never ordained any in it, nor conſecrated the 
Euchariſt while he was there: neither could 
ever his Father obtain. of him to return'to it.. 
And when his Father dealt earneſtly with him, 
not without threatning of imprecations;that he 
would accept the charge of Nazianzen in hisold 
age, he wich' great averſion yielded to his en- 
treaty, declaring he would ſtay no longer there 
chan his Father lived. During which time, he 
managed that See with a great deal of ſacceſs 
and applauſe : but afcer his Father died, which 
was'in the hundred year of his age, he continued 
a little longer there, till his Mother who ſurvi- 
ved her Husband ſomerime,died alſo. And then 
he retired to a Houle of holy Virgins in Seleucia, 
thit in his abſence they might chuſe another 
Biſhop; bur returning thither a little-afcer, he 
found they had choſen none ; yet he continued 
iff as an Oak, and neither prayers nor tears 
could prevail with him. Afrerward Conſtantinople 
, Was 


Obſervations on the firfl Canon. 45 
was in great diforder through the Herefies of 
4 ollinaris and Macedonins lately ſprung up, be- 
fide the Arrian, which was there before : and he 
being inwardly called of God ta go thither, and 
prompted by his Friend Baſile, and invited'by 
many Biſhops, and honourable Citizens; - went 
and Jaboured among them : not behaving him- 
fRIF as. their Biſhop; "but as a temporary Over- 
ſeer. © And'though all the Churches were then 


poſſeſs'd by the Hereticks, none remaining for 
the Orthodox, fave only Anaſtaſia; yer through 


his labours the face of affairs was quickly alter- 


* 


in Conf ahtinogle. When Thendifict cambto) 


Conftantinople, he poſleſſed him of the great 
Chirch: . and all the people defired that he 
might be enthroned, the Emperotir concur- 
ring with them in that: but he declined it; 
And though the Emperour took great-plea- 
furein him, yet he went ſeldom to the Palace. 
Then was the ſecond General Council called to 


Conſtantinople, and he was by the authority of | 


Miletus Biſhop of Antioch ( of whom we made 
mention before) confirmed in the Biſhoprick 
of Conſtantinople by the Council. But after 
this, there aroſe ſome contention by Timotheus 
Biſhop of 'Alexandria, who came later to the 
Council, and alledged upon the prerogative of 
his See, that that matter ſhould not have been 
decided without him. Upon- this, hot and 
Eg 9 | ſharp 
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ſharp contentions aroſe among the Biſhops, nat 
fo much outof any diſpleaſure they had X \N+- 
' Siavgen,asout of their mutual jealoulies,though 
he that writes his life, ſaith, that this was occa(1o- 
ned by Miles his death. Bit therzin he was 
miſtak2n ; for Miletus out-lived not only this 
ation, and gave th liſt to Theodo/ius of thoſe 
who were deſigned to ſucceed him (Sozom. bib. 
7, cap.8.) but hz alſo out-hvel the Council, and 
ſubſcribed its a3, and dieda liale after that in 
Conſtantinople. Upan this contention, Naziay- 
2: finding many of thoſe who had aolabs wi 
bliſb:d him, beginning to relile, cold them, how 
at firſt he had refuſed char Government, tho 
the Church there had been by his labours and 
-* Pains ſetled, and enlarged ; but for that he ex- 

pedtzd his reward from G O D: yet it ſeemed 

range to him, thatafter he had been forced to 
accept of it, out of his love to the Flock, and 
preſſed to it with their united (affrages, they 
ſhould now think of undoing what themſelves 
had done. This he ſaid, nor that he defired 
Riches, or tae noblenels of that Seat, and ta be 
Called Biſhop of the Imperial City : But he con- 
feſſed, the lots of his Children could not but 
aff:& him : beſides, he feared they might ſeem 
to proczed out of envy or lenitv. However, if” 
they deliced it, <4\Vaws The &irTwmis iElgwar, 
' « w— Mihiquidem ſolitudo & olim chara fuit & nunc 
| eſt: 
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Whereupon he went out, and retired from the 
houſe wherejmhe dwelt, to one more-ſecrer. 
'But many of the people flocked abouthim, and .. 
' withtears befought him to have compaſſion on © - 
| them : yet he finding the difſention about him 
"#fowing hotter amongthe Biſhops, es 
tothe Council, and charged them by the holy 
"Trinity, that they would compole their differ- 
'Etices peaceably,-adding : But if I ſeem the ocea- 
| fron of any diſſention among you, I am not more wor- 
thy) than the Prophet Jonas : | throw me'in the ſea, 
and theſe raging billews ſhall quickly ' be calmed, 
(ace T ſhall chooſe any thing you-pleaſe, ſo if T be 
-onmocent, for drawing you to agreement 0n my ac- 
count, Oegre #Ewoars, mtu; dmndoars* wor my 
aAiYeity 35 TH) eieeviiv d2amoare pews ieegd muwirss. 
After which he went to the Emperor, and with 
great earneſtneſs begged his permiffiontto retire: _ 
which having obtained, he called the Clergy + 
and people together, and with-many tears ok 1 
Jeave of:them, charging them to ccntinue Red- 
faſt in the faith. -* This being done, 'he retired 
to Arianze, a Village of Cappadecia, which be- 
longed to him by inheritance, and continued 5n 
his. retirement, giving himſelf co his Poetry, till 
he died 1n an old age. 
© That which next occurs to be: conſidered is, 
in what places Bihopricks were founded, and ' 
Biſhops - 


OT 


\ - Biſhops ſetled; We find in alt-Cities where the 
Goſpel was planted,and, Churches conſtituted, 
that Biſhops wergalſo.ordamed. Among, the 
' Fews, where ever there were an hundred and 
twenty of chem together, there did they eretta 
Synagogue... Compare with: this A&s 1;-14; 
. where the number of thoſe that conſtituted;the 
ict Chriſtian Church, is the ſame. So it15 likes 
| "where ever there was a competent number of 
& Civiſkcans together, chat a Church was there 


.. Yetin. ſome. Villages. there were Charclies 
"and Biſhops; ſo there was a Biſhop in Berhany. : 
And $:P4 tells of the Church of Cenchrea, 
which.was.the port of Corinth. It is true, ſome 
.thiokthattheChurchof Gorinth:met there. So 
theſe ofPhilipps went out of the City by a River 
fide to prayer, 4#3 16.13. But we find 4&5 18. 
. thatthere was a Synagogue in Corinth, andthat. 
.S. Paul ftayedin the Houle of Fuſts, near the 
Synagogue: and therefore there 1s no reaſon:to 
' think thatthe Chriſtians ſhould have had their 
meeting|without the "City, ſince there was no 
perſecution, then: flirring- + and neither in. the 
A&s,nor:in any.of the Epiſtles;is there mention 
- made of their going out to: Cenchrea. Therefore 
| it is probable that the Church of Cenchrea was 
diſftin&t from Corzth: and fince they had Phebe 
for their Deaconneſs, it 1s not to þe doubted 


but 
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way | og al Cities the Goſpel was duilat- 
ed and propagated 6; the PRages round about. 
But in ſome Countries. we i1nd the Biſkopricks 
Africk,for at a Conference why 


 Bilbops of that Provincethad with:the Done- 
ar e were of Bilkopstwo hundred eighty 
c preſent, and-one hundred and. twenty ab- 


{ent, and fixty, Sees were then-yacant, 'which 
make 1n all four hundred fixty and {axx: There 
were:alſo two hundred ſeventy nine 'of the 
Donazifts Biſhops. Sozom. lib. 7. hiſt. cap. 19, 
ſpeaking how differencly conſtituted ſome 
Churches were, he tells how in Scyr4bia, though 
there were many Cities, yet there was but one 
Biſhop. Bur in other Nations there were Bi- 
ſhops.even in their Villages,as he knew-to bea- 
mong the Arabians and Cypriens. Theodoret tells; 
that there were eight hundred Pariſhes within 
his Dioceſe, Epi. 113. But itisto be obſerved, 
that in thoſe places where the Goſpel waslateſt 
of planting,the Biſhopricks are fewer,and con- 
ſequently larger. - It is reported that in the vaſt 
tract of the Abyſſin Churches, there is one only 
Biſhop. at Ab*n@. Balſamon on the 57. Canon 
of Laodicea tells, that at that time in ſome 
Churches of the Eaft,it was neither ſafe norex- 


pedient for them:to have Biſhops: and they were ._. 


ſap- 


fo Obſervations onthe firſt Canos. 
ſupplied by Viſiters, i'fent' theth' from other Bil 
ſhops, ſo that they had-no6*'Bifhops of © their 
own: which:was occaſioned both by their po- 
verty, and the fmalne(s'6F their number; yet 
they were tinder the care and charge of 'othet 
Biſhops.. Some Churches Tay-long -vacant and 
 withbur Biſhops.” | In Carrhage, when Humierick 
invaded them, they wanted a Biſhop ewenty 
four years: arid he offering them one,providin 


the Arrians might have the free exerciſe of 


their Religion artong them;they anſwered, that 
upon'theſe' terms Erzcleſia 'non delefatur *Epiſco- 
pum habere, fo Vidor lib. 3. perſ. Vand. When 
Miletus was driven out of Antioch, for ten 
years together Dijodornt and Flavian two Preſ- 
byters ruled that Church, Theodor. lib. 4.” hiſf. 
cap.23. ' Some places are alledged to have had 
the Goſpel long before 'there were Biſhops a- 


mong them; and particularly Scotland, for Major - 


lib. 2. 'cap. 2. ſaith, per Sacerdotes & Monachos, 
| fine Epiſcopis Scoti in fide eruditi erant. The time 


of our converſion to the faith is reckoned to 


have been 4.263. And Palladias reckoned the 
ficft Biſhop came not for an hundred and ſeven- 
ty years after that in the year 430. Fordown 11 
his Chronjele, lib. 3. cap.s. faith, Ante Palladit 
adwventum habebant Scott fidet Dofores, & Sacra- 
mentorum adminiſtratores, Presbyteros ſolum, wel 
Monachos ritum ſequentes Eccleſia primitive. 


Theſke 
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- Theſe were called Culdes, though in ſome Bulls 


they be Cell:-Dei. Boethius thinks it is Culdei, 
quaſfps cultares Dei: but others judg that it is from 
the Cells whereinthey lived, which were held 
1n great eſteem,andafter their death were turns. 
ed.into Churches: and from thence they think 
the name Ki is to this day ſo much uſed, as Kil- 
patrick, . Kilmarnock, Kilbride, 8c. Of. theſe. 
Boethins (aith, That by common ſuffrage, they. 
made choice of one of their number to be chief. 
over,them, who was called Epiſcopus Scotorum 2 
fo'4b, 6. fol.g2. This is contradicted by Bucha- 
zan lih, 5, who ſaith, That before Palladixs his 
cRTIOg Eccleſia ab[que Epiſcopss per Monachos. 
regebantur, minori quidem cum faſtu, & externd 
pompd, ſed majore ſimplicitate & ſanitimonid. 
But all our old Manuſcripts being gone, it will 
not. be eafie to. come to a deciſion about this 
matter. The Gothick Churches are ſaid tohave 
been. planted and conſtituted before Ulphilas 
their firſt Biſhop came unto them for ſeventy 
years together. | : | 
In'the beginning the Biſhop's whole charge 
was called zzg91z, and by the ſtrain of Tgnarizs 
his Epiſtles, eſpecially that to Sayrna, it would 
appear, that there was but one Church, at leaſt 


but one place, where there was one Altar and 


Communion 1n each of theſe Pariſhes: for he 


ſajch, There was one Biſhop, one Church, and 
1 Cc one 


535 Obferoatinison the fiftConn. — 7 
' one Altar. And Cyprian phraſeth theereQingof 

Altar: which ſeems to'1mport, that there was 
but one Altar in the Biſhops Pariſh. While the 
number' of the Chriſtians was but ſmall, they 


might well have all mer together inone place 5 "0 


butas they increaſed, and the perſecutions grew 
apon thetn, they muſt have had ſeveral meet- 
ing places, and'conſequently ſeveral perſons'to 
preſide and officiate in theſe meetings. - But 
Damaſus and Platina reckon,that Ewvariſtns who 
. was Biſhop of Rome about the 106: year, wasthe 
firſt, qus titulos in urbe Roms Presbyteris divoifft © fo = 
that before his time, the Presbyters have alFof- 
ciated here or there indefinitely according to 
the Biſhop's appointment. And Evariftm ſeems 
to have given them aſſignments to partieular 
places. - As for the meaning of the word Tituls, 
 1t 15to be conſidered that the Chriſtians met a- -]: 
bout the places where the Martyrs were buried;. 
and ſo their meeting places were called Mem- 
rig Martyrum, Now upon Burials ſome title 
or inſquption being uſually made, it followed 
. that thEplace of the burial or Graveſtone was 
called 7:rulIzs among the Latins: ſo Gen.35.20. 
Facob's ereing a Pillar upon Rachels Grave, 15 
rendred by the. vulgar Latin, erexit tituluns ſuper 
ſepulchrum : and Gen. 28,18. of Facob's ſtone at 
Bethel, its laid, erexit im titulnm, and 2 Sam. 1 4 
"ot 
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_ 18; Ab/alow his Pillar is called Tiralzs : He of 
it 15 that-Evariſt us his dividing of the ales 
. be underſtood of his Suing part particular : 
ments of ſeveral Chur Presbyters. 
Togo next thing tobe examined is, what were 
the actions appropriated to Biſhops. - If webe- 
lieve 7 png 4 haps nothing which Preſ- | 
t not do, except Ordination : 


== that he judged Ordinatian « 
nar be-doje watiout che Biſhop. 4s 


_—_— in 
22x | —— among other Papers, 
an ane le wy Synod of þry many mention- 

+ Ser = pony. by TORN - > 

toned and cxamin 
ing that Co/urbus had never I ordained 2 
Biſhop, but that he had falſly pretended to that 
Title and Character, all the Gris made 
by him were annulled : and Iſchjras with lach 
others: who were fo ordained, were declared 


| 3 by Laicks. \Which is an undeniable inſtance, that 


at that. time, it was the general ſenſe of the - 


T Church, that none but a Biſhop might ordaig. 


En cer Aber de 
any that were ordained by 
ſave _ Coſſian, who _ about the 5009. 
year, Collat 4. cap. 1. gives of one Paphnutius a 
'Prosbycer in Eee of Scetss, who delight- 
ingin the Vertues of one Daniel, ut quem. ite 
merit i & gratid fibi parexs noverat, cogquare fibs 
Cc3 Ctians 
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etiam Sacerdotis ordine feſtinaret, — EunPresby- 
 zerii bonort provexit. But what a few devout ſo- 
litaries might do in'a deſert and undiſcerned 
corner, will be no precedent for a conſtituted 
Church: elſe we may allow of Baptiſm with 
fand, for that was once done ina Delerr. | 
* "But Socrates had another Opiniotr'sf this, who 
hb. 1. cap. 27. tells, that  1/chyras did a thing 
mona Sevaniy a5 ny, dV momare wie eegonvhs Ty av 
T3 54 Tees PuTves vous ravray merIiuers. And in the 
third Council of Toledo, fet down by Gratian, 
diſt. 2.3. cap. 14. this Canon was made. Quo- 
rundam Clericorum dum unus- ad Presbyterium duo 
ad Levitarum miniſterium ſacrarentur, - Epiſcopus 
oculorum dolore detentus,fertur manum ſuam ſuper 
eos tantum impoſuiſſe, & Presbyter quidam ill is con- 
tra Eccleſiaſticum ordinem benedittionem'dediſſe, 
ſed quia jam ille examini divino reliftus;, humano 
Judicio accuſari non poteſt, 1i qui ſuperſunt gradum 
Sacerdotii vel Lewvitici ordinis quem perverſe adep- 
ti ſunt, amittant, By which we ſee how far they 
were from-allowing of any Ordination; where- 
in a Biſhop .had not intervened. 4 

It is further clear, that the Biſhop was look- 
ed upon as the Paſtor of the Flock, who was 
mmgeuumn; Toy analy Ts xeis, and that Presbyters 
or Deacons could finnſh nothing; dr rows 
emouire; and that he was to give/ar account 
of the Souls of the people: and indeed in _—_ 
| ays 


i 
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days a Biſhoprick was ous-more than honos.. 


The common treaſury of the Church was alſo 
committed to his care, fo fra Can. 4. Andas 
the Offerings of the fauhful were laid down at 
the Apoſtles feet, 4#s 4.34. lo were the collefe, 
and the other goods of the Church laid 1n their 
hands. For all the goods of the Church and 
collez, were at firſt depolited in the.Biſhop's 
hand,-and diſtributed by him; tho afterwards 
there was. an OEconomus appointed for that 
work. I 

Ipnatins Epiſt. ad Magneſ. tells,, that they 
were to do nothing withour their Biſhop. And 
ad Smyrn. undet; xwo; omowne mn acgo07w Tay dv- 


 #6yTwy 41s Iv ixxAncaay. And 5. Canon of Lao- 


dicea, they might no nothing, dye yrouns imr- 
#97%. Idem. Can;19. Arel, 1. we 

As for Baptiſm, Tertull, de bape. ſaith, Dand; 
quidem jus babet ſummus Sacerdos, qui & Epiſco- 
pus, dehinc Presbyteri & Diaconi, non quidem ſine 


Epiſcopt authorttate,propter Eccleſia bonum,quo ſal- 


wo ſalva pax eſt, alioquin laicis etiam jus eſt, Fir- 
milian ad Cyprianum, which 1s reckoned the 75. 
among Cyprian his Epiſtle:, ſauch, Majores natu 
( and by what is:a hiccle ater, where he calls 
thaſe Biſhops, it is clear. he. means not of Preſ- 
byters ) in Ecclelid prefidebant; & baptizandi, &* 
manum imponenadi, & ordinandi, poteſtatem poſſt- 
debant, Pacian. ſerm. de Bapt. Lavacro peccata 

CCc43 pur. 
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| pirgantar, Chriinate Pirie {apr funditr, urrag,. 
E yoo lie & ore Antiſtitis mmpetrammus. Arq 
- even; Ferome himſelf contra Luciferiancs, ſaith, 
| Sine Chriſmate & Epiſcopi juſſione, neque Prezby- 
ter, neque Diaconus jus babent baptizandi. By all 
which we ſee, that Baptiſm was chiefly the Bi- 
\ ſhop's work, and that' the Presbyters did' not 
iptize without his order. | ">" 


fidentium manibus ſumimus. But all this is -very 
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Examen both of cheir He and labors, per- - 
formed in Juch vi Karon, as are (utable tothe, 
the Goſpel. 
As for Preaching,it was ordinary ac firſt,even. 
for perſons not ordainedto preach, not to men- 
tion that of the Corinthians, where every one 


zo the Meeting which may be called Extraordina- 
Ty; under which notion, maſt reje& everything 
1n Scripture that doth not pleaſe them. But this 


\ cominued longer in the Church. - Euſeb. lib.6. . E 


bift.-cap. 2:2. tells, that Origen before he had gat- 


ten the XeeoToriay 5% Teerurrele ( mark how this - 
"word (tands here for the order and degree of 
| Presbyterat ) was, unvited earneſtly by the Bi- 

ſhops notonly co diſpute,bur alloro expound the 


r1ptures, ## 3% xow? Tis cuxAngics* In the publick 


aſſembly of the Church. For the vindication where- 


of Alexander Bilhop of Feruſalem, and TheoGi- 
ſtus Biſhop of Ce/area, wrote to: Demetrims Bi> 
ſhop of Alexandria thus: Lyad aucem in literis ad- 


Junxeris nunquam antes auditum, neque jam uſur- 
 patum, ut Laici preſentibus Epiſcops diſputarent, | 


Jeripenraſye. exponerent jn eo mihi, neſcio quo modo, - 3 
Ce4 viders 


br bis P[alm, his interpretation, or bis dotrine - : 


8 


- 3 
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wideris falſa dixiſſe : © Nam ub; idonti &> babiles 


' reperiuntur, qui fratribus in verbo DEI adjumento 


fmt, a ſanis Epiſcopis rogantur, ut populum DEI 
inſtituant in verbo, ficut Larands Euelps 2 Neone, 
Teonii Paulinus a Celſo, & apud Synadas Theodorus 
ab Attico, qui onmes beati ac pii fratres erant : ac 


 weriſimile eff, quamwvis nobis ob{curum &* minime 


copnitum ſit, illud idem in alizs loczs fieri. Tert. in 
his Apologetick cap.39. tells, that Poſt aquam ma- 
nnalem & lumina, quiſquis ut de Scripturis ſan, 
wel de proprio ingento poteſf provocatur in medium 
D EO hymnum canere. And of this remember 
what was before cited from Hilary the Deacon 


. on the 4thof the Epheſians. Sozom. lib 7. cap. 


r9. faith, that at Rome neither the Biſhop; nor 
any other raughr in the Church : bur that 1n 
Alexandria the Biſhop alone'taught, that not 
being allowed to any Presbyter, atter Arrius 
broached his Herelie. | | 

It remains only to be enquired who was the 
proper Miniſter of Confirmation. But becaule 


- this whole matter of Confirmatiort comes not 


inſo properly/upon any of the other Canons, 
1 ſhall -cherefore examine all thar relates to it 
here, and ſhall conſider upon what grounds 1t 


. was uſed, how early ic was practiced, with what 


Rires it was adminiſtred, who was the proper 
Miniſter of it, and for what end it was 1ntro- 
duced, and continued in the Church. 
$20 bp 0 From 
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""Fron! 4258, 15. and 19. 6. all the Farher 
have pleaded for this. Rits: for there we have 
the laying on of hands practiced ;as a” Rite 


Clearly diſtin& from Baptiſm : and tho we firid 
the holy Ghoſt conferred by that impolitioniet 
hands, thence it will not follow that that adtiorj 


was extraordinary, and ſo to have expired with 


. "the Apoſtles :. For we find extraordinary &f 
'fe&s following upon their ordinary adions;, 
ſuch as Ordination, Excommunication;" &6. 
"And yet none will plead that - theſe ' aftiofs 
'are now 'to he diſiſed, becauſe they are'n6 
"more attended wich ſuch effes. But Heb!'6.2. 
ſpeaks moſt plainly for this, where among the 


foundations of 'Rehigion , the laying on''sf 
hands is joined with Baptiſms: and this ſeemed 
ſo clear to Calvin commenting: on that place, 


"that he judges this to havebeen a' Rice derived 
from the Apoſtles. © To II op 


» 


The conſtant Ceremony of it was that which 
is often mentioned 1n Scripture, Tmpoſition' of 
hands. But beſides this, they began very eatly'to 
uſe'a Chriſma of conſecrated Orl, with which 
chey anointed them in-the brow. This it ſeems 
hath been taken from the mention that we find 
made 'of anointing, 2 Cor. 1.21.--where ſome 
chink'the whole Rites of Confirmation'are'{& 
down in theſe words : Now he which ſtablifheth 
#5 with you in CHRIST, and bath anointed us 

GOD 
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with Oil, in which certainly there is no,Metg: 
-Phor, but that relates nothing. co our purpo 
However, it is ike from thele places it was that 
the Ancients uſed the Chri/mma; for we find that 
this was very early practiſed in the Church. _ 
.,- Theophilas Alexandrinus, who flouriſhed about 
the year 170. ;b.1._ ad Antolycum,laith, we are 1 
for this reaſon called Chriſtians, in xeruevs ieav 
Ty ves. Et quis mortalium eft,, qt vel ingreditur 
an. banc vitem, wel certat in arend © n01 ales in- 
engiteur.. Jren. lib. 1. cap.18. tells, That Valenti-' 
aus uled both Confirmation and anointing, im the | | 
receiving, of bis Diſciples, and tells, that he uſed s | 
mixture of Water. and Oil with Opobalſamum. And . || 
this ſeems to 1mply. that co have been the pra- 
Ace of. the,Ghurch ; for he cells, that Valenti- 
m#ws;had adapted and transformed the Rites of þ 
the Church.into his Character. Terr. de bapr. | 
64p. 7- Makes -mention of the Un#io beneditta, 
Ge... qua 


I4- there isclear mention made of an anointing 


"=. 


annie Spz 7 atmo New de hr car- : 
9:8. roy Coro obluitur —— coro ungitar — _ 
ji. atur, caro manus mpoſitione adumbrotur, 
ut & anims fpiritu iluminetur. And-lib.:de pre- 
ſcript. cap. _ Aqui nat, Spirits ſontlennt, 
Exchariſtid paſcit. | Yet Tert. de Cor. Mil; cap. 3. 
when he recounts theſe Ceremonies which he 
juc d'to have been of —_ iratoen, 
not — ——_— : "Mu 
+ Cyprian E ' 
S: Perer.and Wk. their laymg on'of _ at 


| Samaria; ſhewsit was nonew. Baptiſm: Sadaay- 


trommodo quod deerat 1d 2 Petro & Foanne: fathum 
6fſe, ut oratione pro 1ss babitd, ac manu mpoſite, in- _ 
-=vearttur + infunderetur ſuper eoz -, pirites ſan- 
EFus :. quod nunc quoque apud nos peritar, ut gui'1mn 


- Eccleſit baptizantur prapoſitis Eccleſia offerantur, 


e--per " noſtram orationem & manus mn 


chil pony fandom confequantur, & ſipmaculo 


a frer be nya 

conſumimentur. And /Epift.70.atter hethat 
of wtiſm, heiadds, \Ungi:quogue neceſſe eff un 
qui/bayrizatus fit ,ut accepto Chriſmate id «ft nntf1o- 
"ne efſeuntFus Dei, & habere tn ſe grattam Chniſt 
het ::Andhe tell, That boththeEuchariſ &- 
.vleam unite unguntur babtizati , in altari- ſanttif:- 
'eatur. Cyril of Fetuſalem bis third Miſtagogical 
owt is, met 28 err: wherein he —0 

"2M 
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the anvintirig we have from-GO D; \and the 


conſecraced Oil, which was' the;rite expreſlive 
of the former, comparing” itro-the Dove:thar 
deſcended from Chriſt; and was his ſpiritual A- 


nointing.- -Which-is alſo done by Oprarms; lib.4; 


cont. Paramiianum, andyhe Arcopagite de Eccleſ. 
hier.cap.4' where he ar length deſcribes the rites 
uſediin'the.conſecrating of the Chriſma.:: Yet 
this Chriſmas was not ſoipeculiar ro Confirmia- 
tion, but chat it was alſo uſed upon other acca- 
 hons. Nazianzen tells ( as is above cited) rthat 
 1uch as'were ordained, were alſo anointed:” Tt 
-was'alfo 'uſed'in Baptiſm; fo-both Tertalian;'Cy- 
-prian,' and 'Ferome, and the 38. Canon. ofthe 
Council of Laodicea decrees, that the lluminatt 
Poſt bepriſma ſhould be anointed wich this = 
_  Luemum cxleſte. But bythe 1.Can. of the Coun- 
-cibof Orange; 1t was decreed; That be who 45 
not-anoimed\at Baptiſm; ſhould receive the Chriſma 
-at-bis Confirmation : by whuch it ſeems they did 
- as had received itat Baptiſm. + EIN 
Likewiſe theſe who returned from Herefie,by 
the 7. Can. of the ſecond General Council were 
to be anointed &- frome, & oculis,& naribus, & 
' ore, & auribas, & ſignantes eos dicimus donum $pi- 
ritus ſantti. "And hike unto this 15 the 7.:Cay. 
..of Laodicea. And ' Author Refb. ad Orthod. that 
- goeth.under Fuſtins name,ad queſt. 14 Cum be- 
F rericus 


not repear'the ceremony of Anointing, to fuch. 


: % 5 
5. Fake 3 
k s. - 


%. +etiens ad werum fidim accedit, corrigitur lapſus 
# Falſe! opinionis, fententies:' mutations: bapti/oni; 
* font#i'Chriſmatis unitione ;' ordinations, manum 
| 1poſitione :  nibilque quod prins erat, .indifjolutum 
mauet.s: Now by.this aveswne, 'which he men; 
tions, 1s. not-meant-a new Ordinatian,..which 
 mas[notgiven to theſe that returned: from He- 
rehie.” For as appears: by the Council 'of Nice, 
theOrders which they goramongthe Harotichs 
. were held: valid;and not to be: tenewed: but 


this 35s'meantof the Ceremony ordinacily'/gwen 


inithe:abſolution and receiving of-Penicents. 
Auguſt. cont. Donatiſt. lih;5+ cap. 2.3. 


F _ --that the Baptiſm of Hereticks was valid; bur 


denies'that they conferred-the holy Ghoſt, and 


therefore: impoſition of. hands was: given- to 


thoſe who returned from Herefie, cs) 
 - Beſides this Chri/-a,they uſed alſo in Canfir- 


mation 'the ſign of the Croſs, of..-which- that 


phraſe of Tertul;an is to. be underftogd:cars /ig- 
ater. And Ang. in Pſal. 141. ſpeaking of the 
Sacraments, ſarh, Luedem ſicus noftri ore accips- 
mus, quedam per totum corpus. And a little after, 


tegat fromem crux Domini,which wordsare to be + 


underſtoad of the Euchariſt, Baptiſm and Con- 
\ farmation.. He calls this allo Sacramentum Chri- 
mats, lib.2. cont. Petilianum, cap. 104, applying 
ta it: that of the Ointment on - Aaron's beard, 
Pſalm-133. But elſewhere he calls that Bread 


which 
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64 Obſervations on the firſt Caneit. 
which was bleſt, hot with the Euchariſtical and 
Sacratnental benediction, but with that lower 

' degree, called Eulogy, which-might be givento 
the Catechimens,Sacramentum Catechumenorum; 
uſing this term largely;'as he ſaith Epiſt. ad Mar- 
celltwum.” Signum cum ad rem ſacram cater, 

_ -Sacramemum appellatur.Of thus fign of the Crofs, 


is likewiſe to be underſtood thatof the S5gnecu- 
Tum Dominicum, mentioned by Cyprian, Ep:73. 


© Thenext thing to be: enquired after is, who 
was the Miniſter of.Confirmation? In the #e- 
fern Chiirch the Biſhop did only adminiſter it. | 
So Ferome adv. Luciferianosorings in the Luci- .- 
ferian/in the Dialogue. An neſcis Ecclefiaram 
hunc morem eſſe, ut baptizatis poſkea manus impo- 
mantar, &* ita invocetur S piritars ſantts ? Exypis 
ubi ſcriptum eſt ? In Aftibus Apoſtoloram; Etiamfi 
Script authorit as non [ubeſſet, totins orb banc in 
partem conſenſus inſtar precepti obtineret. 'Thein he 
makes:the Orthodox to an{wer.:; Non equider 
wubnuo hanc efſe Eccleſrarum con{uetudinem, ut ad eos 
gui lonpe in minoribus urbibus per Presbyteros & 
Diaconos baptizati ſunt, Epiſcopus ad moocationem 

* Santi Spirits excurrat. And asking why the 
holy Ghoſt was not given,but by the Biſhop? He 
anſwers, That was potizes ad honorem Sacordetii, 
muam ad legs neceſſitatem. Aug. de Trin.lib.1 5, cap. 
16. ſpeaking of the Apoſtles conferring of the 
holy Ghoſt,faith, Orabant yet weniret Spiritus ſan- 
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tm iti eos quidus manum imponebant, non enim ipft 


em dubant, quem morem mm ſu prapuſitic etians 


nunc ſerver Eccheſia, 

- But in the Greek Church, PR 
confirm: fothe above cited Hilaryon the 4.of the 
Epheſ.Deniq; apud &Egyptum Presbyteri conſignant, 


- #b4 praſens non ſit Epiſcopms :: and lib.queſt. inVet. 


&- Nov. Teſt. called Anguftis, but believed to be 
the ſame Hilary's,queſt. I Ol- ſaith, be Alexanadrid, 


. &- per totam eAg yptum ſi defit Epiſopes conſecrat 


Presbjter. By the comparing of which places, it 
appears, that it is the ſame thing whichisexpreſt 
by theſe various names of Conſecration and Cor- 


ſeenation : but what is meant by it, is not agreed 


eo. It is abſurd to think that Ordination can be 
meant by it. For that deciſion of thecaſe of F 
chyras ſhews that 1n Alexandria they were far 


- from allowing Presbyters to ordain withont a 
Biſhop. Some think that becauſe Conſecratiors 


is more ufually apphed to the blefling of the Eu- 
chariſt; therefore both it and Con/ipmarion, is ſo 


 tobeundeirftood here. And whereas 1tis objected 


thar in the cited places ſome cuſtom peculiar to 
Alexandria ſeems to be mentioned ; but it was 
univerſally allowed in the Biſhop's abſence for 
the Presbyter to conſecrate the Euchariſt: there- 
fore ſome other thing muſt be there meant. It is 
anſwered to this, that in'other places Presbyters 
might not conſecrate ſe Epiſcops juſſione;zaccord- 


ms 
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Ing to what was cited out of Ignetizs ;. and that 
the cuſtom in Alexandria hath been, that the 
Presbyters without any ſuch. expreſs Mandate, 
might have conſecrated in the Biſhop's abſence. 
'But the general practice of the Greek Church 
inclines me tothink, that Confirmation. is meant 
by:thecited places, which was uſually phraſed by 
Conſignation s2e3x%5» Or ope#xower, only the con- 


ſecrating af the Chri/ma and Oil, was peculiar ta 


the Biſhop, as his work ; ſothat the Greeks ſeem - 


to have made a difference betwixt the hallow- 
ingand applying of the Chriſma. The firſt could 
only be done by the Biſhop, but the ſecond was 
notdenied to the Presbyters. Even as in the Eu- 
chariſt nqne might confecrate but Presbyters,, 
yet Laicks of both Sexes, 1n caſe of neceſlity, 
might have carried and given. ic tothe abſents. 
Of Confirmation admimiſtred by Presbyters, 
ſome 1nſtances do meet us 1n the Latin Church. 
The firſt Canon of the Council of Orange, per- 
mits the uſe of the Chriſ/ma tothe Prieſts, who 
are appointed tocarry ſome of it always about 
with them. Conc. Epannenſe, cap.16. permits, the 
Presbyters to givethe Chriſmato ſuch Hereticks 
as weie converted on their death-beds. And 
the ſechnd Canon of the Council of Orange 1s: 
Hereticos in mortis diſcrimine poſitos,ſi Cathohct eſſe 
deſiderant, fi Epiſcopus deſit, a Presbyters cum 


Chriſmate & benedictione conſiguari placuit, Ang 
LS neg 
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the Council.of Toledo permits a-Presbyter-to do 
it-in the. Biſhops abſence, or 1n-his preſence, if 
commanded by him. But both Eaſt and Fef,, it 
was agreed; that the Chri/-a could notbe ſan- 
ified by-Presbyters...Conc.. Romanum [ub Syly. 
cap.5..4 it. But» as that Council 5:much 
ſuſpe&ed; ſo the reaſoirithere .given.15 a very 
poor one. Cuia Chriſta dicitur a Chriſmate. ; But 
Canon fixth, Cod. Afric: ismore authientick, ut 
Chriſma & Presbyterss non fiat. And :Synod Toler. 
Can. 29;. Quamwvis pene ubique cuſtodiatur ut abſ 
Epiſcopo nemo Chriſma conficiat, tamen quiatn a 
guibus locis wel Provincis dicuntur Presbjteri Chri- 
ſma conficere, placuit ex hoc. die nullum alium nift 
Epiſcopum hoc facere. And the Areopagite, as he 
at length deſcribes it, and deſcants upon it, ſo 
he appropraates it to the Biſhop. ry 
Gregory the Great, lib.3. Epiſt.g. writing to J a- 
nuarins Biſhop of Caralz 1n Sardmia; dilcharges 
Presbyters .co anoint with the Chri/mzion the 
brow; appointing that' to be: reſerved: ro 'the 
Biſhop: for Sardinia, and the other Ifles,. had 
obſerved the cuſtoms of the Greek Church: bus 
Gregory Epiſt.26, writing to that ſame- perſon, 
tells, thathe heard how ſome were ſcandalized, 
becauſe he had diſcharged Presbyters the uſe of 
the Chriſma, ' which he. therefore takes off in 
theſe words : Ez nos quidem ſecundum uſum wete- 
rem Eccleſize noſtra fecim, ſed [iomnino hac de re 
Ya D d aliqui 
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aliqui contriſt autur, ubs Epiſcopi deſunt, ut Prehy- 
fromtibu 


Feri etram 11 3 baprizatos e Th at 
deheant concedimus, Ts 


' But 200 years afterwards, Nicoldus firſt Bi ; 


ſhop of Rome, 'obſerved not that-moderation. 
For des Bulgarians who were converted by qt Þ 
Greeks, receiving the Chri/ma from the E 

ters according to the: cuſtom of that Chee; 
Nicolaus ſentBiſhops to them, and appoine 
fuch-as had been boned by Presbyters to be 


confirmed again by Biſhops. But upon this, Pho« 
tins, who was then Patriarch of Conſtantinople, 


called a Synod, itwhich it was decreed, that the - 
Chriſma ing hallowed by a'Biſhop, might be 

adminiftred by Presbyters. And Phorivs mm his 
Epiſtle contends, that'a Presbyter might, #- 
guento ſignare, ſanttificare ,conſummatos angere, & 
expiatorium donum baptizato con/ummare, as well 
as he might either baptize or offer at the Altar. 
But Nicolaus impudently denied, that this had. 
ever been permitted, andupon his account it Is, 
that many of the Latinrhave charged the Greek 
Church, as if there were no Confirmation 
uſed among them. But this challenge 15denied 
and rejected by the Greeks. And fo'much of 
_ the Miniſter of Confirmation. | 

Ic is in the laſt-place to be conſidered, what 
value was ſet upon thisa&tion,and for what ends 
ic Was s praſtileds in:the —— We have alrea- 


dy 
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dy heard Aup = __ ! a Sacrament. Its like- 
wiſe fo term _—_ . 72. and inthe 
Records of ho Cor held by him for the re- 
baptizing of Heteticks.” But as was marked be- 
fore, they: cook thatitertn hy nn for an. holy 
rite or ſymbolical aftion?:: Whereas a-Sacrg» 
mene'{tritly taken 1s a: holp:rice inſtieuted -by 
Ebrif fora "federal ſtipalation, by which ths 
promiſes: of: the Goſpet are ſealed, and. grace 
conveyed tothe worthy recciyers. "Now in this - 
ſenſe it-1s viſible, that Confirmation 1 is no Sg- 


Urs 
hor or having any race appended to it. - None 


were in "Ut Fon" Church like wo m6 
Iytes of tlie gates atnong the Few: : : for they ha- 
ving renounced-Idolatry, were admitted to 


_ parts of the Chriftian worſhup,and 1 infirw- 
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&edin the faith for ſome time, before they could. 
commence Chriſtians: And an 1mpoſition of 
| hands was uſed, when any:were/ admitted. to; 
this Order: ſo ic is expreſs:in the 39. Canonof 
 Elib. and in the Greek Euchology there is-a-prayer; 


ols 8 mockonu hv x9mictere Where its ſaid, Infles 


called S; Marks; Quotquot ad Baptifmum di 
ſits eftis accedite, ar manzs | impoſitioriem:& bene- 
diFioner accipite;; dein manum imponit Sacerdos- 
And Exſcb. de vits Conſt. lib. 4. ſaith of Gonft an- 
tine ; Confeſſime fattd precum particeps fattus eff 
per impoſitionem manuum: The Arcopagite makes 
mention-alſo of. this as done twice before, Bap- 
#iſm; and- Aug. demer. & remiſ. pec- lib;2:cap.26. 
 Catechumenum ſecundum quendam i modum- ſuum 
peri ſignum & orationem manuum impoſitions puto 
ſanttificari. And Cyprian ad Stepb. makes Ba 
tiſm a ſuperaddition'to that impoſitionof hands: 
which he draws from the:example: of Corneliar, 
-upon whom-the 'Spirit falling firft, '*he was af- 
'terward baptized. Ir is true, he is. there: ſpeak- 


-ing of ſuch as 'turned from Herefie,-who he | 
:zudged ſhould be rebaptized, after. an .1mpolſt- 
_ - ton of hands firſt given: them./., + 


_ -»- Butas the: 39.Canon of El;b. ſpeales of an im- 
poſition of hands given before Baptiſm, ſo the 
.45. Canon of that lame Council, mentions ano- 
ther given after it, $:9uis Diaconue regens mm_ 
Þ472 © me 
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fne Epiſcopo, vel Preibyterds, aliquos baptizaverit 
= diftionem perficere debebit. And by che 
33.Canon of that Council, any -Laick that was 

aptized, and was no Bigamw, might baptize a 
Catechumen if {ick, Ita ut fi ſupervixerit,ad Epiſ* 


© Copum cum perducat, ut per mans impoſitionem per- 


ere (or as others read it perfici) poſſe. If the 
Fa be the reading, 1t will relate Rs 
tion ; 1f the ſecond, it will relate to the com- 
pleating-of the Baptiſm. 

The-48. Canon of Laodicea is, Ilhuwinates - 
poſt baptiſ: maunguento celeſti liniendos eſſe. Toin- © 
fer from that, that Confarmation was immedi- 
ately to follow upon. Baptiſm is, a#Jeaov, for 


wi 3 bamioue, doth not imply that it was to be 


done immediately after, but only that Baptiſm 
was,to go before it: and we find that ſame 
phraſe in the Canons immediately preceding 
this, applied to ſuch as had been ofa great while 
baptized. Burt tho ſuch as were of riper years 
had been canfirmed-ummediately after they.res 
ceived . Baptiſm, it. will no more. prove that 
Confirmation was an appendix of Baptiſm,than 
that the Euchariſt was fo hkewiſe, which was 
alſo given to; them at the ſame time. So the 
Areopagite tells, how. ſuch as were baptized, 
were carried by the Prieſt to the Biſhop. Ie we- 
ro unguento' con[ecrato virum uugens [acroſanit&. 
Euchariſtie participem eſſe pronunciat, And tho, 
2 = Nl even 
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even Children were conficmed-immediately-af- 


ter Baptiſm, thatdoth not provethe-ene-but-a 


rite of che other : for'we findthat notonlyiin 
the Africans Churches; but alſo in the Rowan 
Charch, the cuſtom of giving Children the Eu- 
charift immediately afrer Baptiſm," continued 
py: for the Ordo Romanw,held by fone a work ' 
of the eleventh Century, ' appoines, thae'-Chil- 

dren be permitted toeat nothing after they are 
baptized; till they received the Encharift:' That 
ſame practice 15 alſo mentioned by Hugo the S. - 
Vifore, lib, 1. cap. 20. in the twelfth Cencary, 
And all the Greek Writers aſſert the neceflity 
of Childrens receiving the Euchariſt, and yet 
Hone aſſerted the Euchainſt to be'bur'a rice of 
Baptiſm. Cornelizs tells of Nowvatian ( apud' Eu- 


_ ſebjum, lib.6. hiſt. cap.35.) how he was baptized 
 Clavicis,and being recovered nec reliquorum pare 


ticeps fattus, que ſecundum Canones Eccleſiz obti- 
nere debucrat, nec ab Epiſcopo obſignatus eſt. (It is 


rrne, it 15 in the Greek 737 78x ava, "as if it 


vere explicative of the # aun, which in the 
former words he ſaid he wanted ;' ' whence 
ſome infer, that Confirmation was but-one of 
the Bapriſmal rices. Bur-1t is clear that the erue 
reading is #72, and ſo Niceþhorar hath read it } 
quo no itnpetrato, quomodo Spiritum ſanitum obti- 


 twiſſe putandits eft, YerfromitheStory it appears 
. . thar Confirmation was judged only necefſary 


ad 


| ye eſſe, and nog to the ef of a Chriſtian; 
ince notwithſtanding the.want of this, Fabian 
Biſhop of Rome ordained Nowatian a Presby- 
cer. 


The Greek Euchology ſhews, that ſuch as, were 


baptized, were after their baptiſm anointed, * / 


| and ſotto be confirmed: and it ſubjoyning that 
the Euchariſt was to be given to them, proves 
no more the one to be a rite of Baptiſm than 
the other, 

. The whole current of the Fathers runs,.that 
in Confirmation the holy Ghoſt was conferred. 
Auguſt, de Bapt. cont. Donatiſt as, lib.z.cap.16. $pi- 
ritus [antius in ſold Catholics, per manas impoſtio- 
nem dari dicitur,whichhe derives from the Apo- 
ſtles,tho theſe extraordinary effects of ſpeaking 
of Tongues, or the like, did not tollow upon it : 
Sed inviſitiliter & latenter per vinculum pacr, ef 
eorum cordibus charitas divina inſtirata. And con- 
cludes, Quid enim eſt aliud nifs oratio ſuper howinems. 

certainly, were Confirmation reſtored 
according to the Apoſtalical practice, and ma- 
naged with a primitive {1ncerity, nothing ſhould 

give more probable hopes of a recovery of the 
Chriſtian Church,out of the darkneſs anddead- 
neſsin which it hath continued fo long, le mighe 
quicken perſons more ſeriouſly to conſider to - 
what they were engaged in Baptiſm, when they 
Were put to ſo ſolemn a renovation of it, Bur 
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'- the more denuded it wers of all unneceſſary 
rites, fuch- as Oil;and the hke, i mightbemore 
ſarable to' the Evangelical Spirit. - And we'ſee 

_ +  kewiſe from Antiquity, thatthere is no reaſors 
for appropriating this ation wholly, or only 
tothe Biſhop. - It ſhould not be:'gone about il 

the perſon were'ripe-in years, 'and- not only 
able by rote to recite a Catechiſm; 'but of a fit- 
neſs to receive the Euchariſt immediately after. 
But I ſhall conclude this whole matter with - 
Calvin's' words, lib. 4. Inftit. cap. 19: ſefFigs & 
_ ſequentibus: | where after he hath laidrout..the 
primitive practice of Confirmation,heſubjains: 
Hec diſciplima, fi bodie walered, profecto parentum 
quorundam ignavia atueretur ,qui hberorum inſtitu- 
Tionem,quaſi rem'mbil 'ad ſe pertinentem;neglipunt ; 
quam tum fine publico dedecore onmntere non poſſent. 
Mayor eſſet in populo:Chriſt:ano fidei conſenſus, nec 
tana multorum tuſcitia, & ruditas,non adeo temere 
', Qquidam novis, &peregrinis dogmatibut, abripe- 
rentur; omnibus denique eſſet quedam-uelut me- 


thodies doctrine Chriſtiane. p'E 
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T hath been already marked, that the 
extent-of the: Dioceſes was:not all-of 
one proportion : and/generallythe Vi- 
lages which lay adjacent to- Cities, ha- | 

; vingirecervedithe Goſpel at-farft from 

them, continued in ſubjection to'the City;: as 

to their Mother Church : wherebythe Bith 

Pariſh was not limited to che City, Yate Jonngs 

include the adjacent Villages. The inſcription 

of Clemens his Epiſtles inſinuates this : *Exxayele 

94 $48 5 meg ieoa Paw. Th cuaAndla m4. 21 meptnit y 

tewYoy. By which we ſee, that the Churches of 

Rome and Corinth were made up not onely: 5 

ſuch as inhabited the Towns, bur alſo of ſuci 

dwelt about them : and this 15 yet clearer nk 

Ignatins his 1nſcription of his Epiſtle co the; Ro- 

mans; WxAnoia nns aendInTu wry wen Poyaioy, 

Neither did they judg it fir to ordain —_ in 

ſmaller or leſler Cinies,as ap op by the Coundil 


of Sardis Can. 6.where 1t 15decreed,that a Bilhop 
; ſhould 
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ſhould not be ordained & wwuy nvi 3 bexxeig mi- 
an y m1, 45 6's eadves mpeoborugys bmagudi. Adding , 
-that 1t-was not neceſfary that Biſhops ſhould be 
ordained there,. left the name and dignity of 
a Biſhop ſhould be yiligended.  _. -- - 
*.:Bat beforethis, it was decreed inthe Council 
of Laodicea, Can. 557. #14 di & mis wwpais, uf 
wile 26916 18m Fmonbmes de +, ( for fo 
reads the Manuſcript of Oxford, Dionyſius Exi- 
- guns, Tſidore Mercator, Hervetus, and Fuſtells ; 
. -andnot #» wel, as Binius) menIwn;: who were 
. to do nothing without the knowledg of the Bi- 
| ſhopof the City, wham the learned Beverigirs 
ws Pre (on this Canon) to have been diftinct 
from the Rural Biſhops ; which he makes out 
bath fromthe Civil Law, and a place of Gemna- 
dizs, where the Orders of Churchmen being 
reckoned, theſe circular Vilitors are ſet in a 
middle rank betwixt the Rural Biſhops and 
» Presbyters. Frequent mention is alſo rizade of 
theſe Viſitors in the Ads of the Council atCha/- 
cedon, This courſe therefore they took for 
theſe Villages to ſend Presbyters from the City, 
who were called aetoburzezr cmwewr : and be- 
cauſe the Biſhop could not immeciately.over-ſee 
- them hymſelf,he did therefore {ubſtituce a Vicar 
and Delegate who was generally called zweens- 
xows. The firſt ttme that we meet with any of 
 theks, is in the beginning of the fourth Century, 


= 
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in the Councils of Ancyra, Neoceſarea, and Au» 
rjochia. Theſe differed from Presbyters, 1n that 
they got an 'Ordination diſtin& from theirs, 
called by the Council of Antioch ii 3909wie why 
6H7oK6my. They alſo might have ordained Subs 
deacons, Lefors, and Exorciſts, and given them 
commendatory Letters. But they differedfrom 
Biſhops in theſe things: Firſt, that they were 
ordained but by one Biſhop, as appears by the 
tenth Canon of the Council of Antioch, wee» 
moxo my NN Jive Vas Ts Ts mus y ane 6ht- 
gxors. And therefore 1t is true that Balſamon 
calls them, ny emoxomuy iZagydi. Now werhave 
already ſeen, that a Biſhop muſt be ordained 
by ewo Biſhops at leaſt. Next,theſe ywgemoxonme 
were ordained «# #:0v75 x05 oixaingy faich 
Zonaras. And therefore in their ſubſcriptians 
of the Councils, they only defign themſelves 
Chorepiſcopi, without mentioning the :place 
where they ſerved, as the Biſhops do. Now Bi- 
ſhops could. not be ordained but with a Title 
ro 2 particular charge and Sze. - Thirdly, chew 
power was limited, and in many things inferior 
to the power of Biſhops. So Pope Leo the firſt, 
in his 88.Epiſt. Luamwis, cum Epiſcops plurima 
Hlis miniſteriorum communis fit diſpenſatio, quedant 
tamen Ecclefiaſticis regulzs fibs prohibita norimt, 
fieut Presbyterorum & Diaconoram conſecratio. 
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They might in general do nothing «vev 2u%wne 
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ems, and both the. Council of. Hngyra, Ca- 
non 13. And that of Antioch, Canon'19.. dif- 
charge 'them the ordaining of Presbyters--or 
Deacons. 'The words of the Council of Antioch 
are de 7 +noxers, which wards clearly. .1m- 
port, that-the Biſhop muſt have intervened in 
the Qrdination, and ſo are wrong rendered by | 
arr old Latin Edition, preter con{cientiam |Epi+ 
feopi: As1t they had heen only limited nor to 
 ordain unleſs the Biſhop gave warrant. And 
thus theſe Biſhops of the Villages andtefſer.Ci- 
ties were reduced from the degree of Biſhops, 
to an inferiour and limited Office, and were 
undoubcedly of the Epiſcopal Order, tho their 
' mathoriy, was much abridged. 
' In the Council of Neoceſares their relation to 
the Biſhop, is compared co that of the ſeventy 
Diſciples to the Apoſtles, and they are called 
' Eunverree?. And that which is there marked as 
their cnet work, is their care of the poor. But 
by the Canon of Antioch, they might have or. 
dained Le&ors, Sub-Deacons,and Exorciſts, And 
yet Baſil in his 185. Epiſt, ſaith, That they 
might not have' ordained, even theſe inferiour 
ranks,: without having firſt advertiſed the Bi- 
ſhop, and ſent their tettimonies, and the ſuffra- 
es Ot their Election to him : which is obſerved 
y Ariſtenzs 19 his Gloſs on the 13. Canon of 
 dncyra: and by Maithens Blaſtares 19 hisSyntag- 
MWhycap. 31, ac 
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.'/But:Dameſus, who was about the year 399, 
writes his whole fourth Epi againſt them, tels 
ling that he found it decreed by his Predeceſlors, 
that they ſhould be aboliſhed, Probibiti ram ah bac 
ſacr# ſede, quam a totius orbus Epiſcopis..—— Nam 
( tat moliss relatum eſt ) quidam Epiſcoporum, propter 
fſuam quietem, ex plebes ſuas committere non formis 
dant. - And falls ſeverely on theſe Biſhops, and 
comparesthem to Mercenaries andWhores,that 
give out their Children to others to ſuckle. He | 

roves they were not Biſhops, becauſe not or- 

ained by three Biſhops, and deſcants upon the 
Canons of Neoce/areaiand Antioch, which ſeem 
toimport,. as if they had the Ordination of By - 


* 


ſhops; adding, Ceſſet-ergo,- ceſſet tot, vicibus dam- 
nata pref unptio, And yet Pope Leo (as we have 
already cited J who was Biſhop of Rowe about 
70. years after him, makes mention of them. 
And notwithſtanding . all he ſaith againſt 
them, of their being condemned, ir+ doth not 
appear when or where it was;ſo done. . Expreſs- 
mention 15 -made of them in the Council of 
\Nice, Canon $8. as of arank diſtin& from Preſ(: 
byters. Ir being there provided, that ſuch ' ag- 
Szggls' as returned to the unity of the Church, 
ſhould continue in that ſame Order. of the _ 
Clergy, wherein they were before, only ſuch of 
them .as were Biſhops might not continue Bi- 
ſhops of a City, where there was already a Bi- 


ſhop 
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ſhop placed: becauſe there could not be two Bi- 
ſhops in one City: but if it pleaſed rhe Biſhop; 
they might exther retain the bare name of. 4 
Biſhop, or be made- Chorepiſcopi, or- continue 
among the Presbyters. £9119 ;y69\ 
"Mention alſo 'is made of them inthe 2: Ca- 
non of the general Conncil of Chalcedon, which 
ſhews, that at that time they were not wholly. 
taken away : but the lateſt accounts we have of 
_ them isin France, where it ſeems they continued 
' longeſt. Conc. Pariſ. An. $29. they are cap. 25. 
compared to the 50 Diſciples, according to 
that of Neoceſarea, and Biſhops are appointed 
to ſee that they did nothing beyond what was 
. *erinitted to them by the Canons. The like is 
decreed Conc. Meldenſi, An. 845: cap.44 And 
it is expreſſed there, that they mighe neither 
give-the holy Chriſma, nor the holy Ghoſt, nor 
confer any Order above that of a Subdeacon, 
or conſecrate Churches: Conc. Metenſi, Anno 
88. cap.5. It was decreed, That Churches . 
. conſecrated by them were to be again conſe- 
crated 'by a Biſhop, and any thing they did 
"which was proper to a Biſhop was deelared null, 
and they are reckoned all one with Presbyters; 
and here we loſe fight of them, hearing no 
more of them : For as they aroſe inſenfibly, fo 
they vaniſhed in the like faſhion; So much of 
them and upon the firſt Canon, 
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A Presbyter ſhall be ordained by one Biſhop,” ſo like- 
viſe & Deacon, and the reſt of the Clergy, | 


E find moſt of the Fathers; 
even Ferome himſelf;draw- 
ing the ſubordination a. 
mong Churchmen -fronj 
what was under the Law $ 

| and therefore Deacons 

were ordinarily called Levites.But there is more 
grotandeg think, it was immediately taken from 

e form of the Synagogue, rho that confſtitu- 
tion might have had its riſe from the model of 
the Temple-ſervice. I ſhall not here engage 
in a large Examen of the firſt Origineand ne 
of the Synagogues, or of the worſhip perform- 
ed in them, or debate whether chey began be- 


ore 
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fare the Caperviey. an, ih Or after it. what 


e may om the w' 
uſed Pſalm 74.8. to aſſert their early date. But 
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But be in that FEY: may he: Xe NOW are 
&rtain,” The one1s,-that T_ were Con- 
ſticute in ourSavioar"s rime,andthat.there were 
Rulers, and chief Rulers 'in theſe Synagogues, 
that: in them-Prayers:were faid, the Law was 
; expounded, and exhortations made upon 
it, and Diſcipline-was uſed, and fuch\as Were 
faulty were caſt out of theſe Synagogues. AM this 
isevident fromthe New Feſtament : and much 
more than. this carr be gathered out of Fewiſh 
writings. Now our Saviour's going into thefe 
Synagogues, reading the Law, and preaching 
in them, doth abundantly evince, that this con- 
| ſtiturion was not unlawtul. 
[Another thing is asclear from the Old Teſta- 
ment, that there was neither written command, 
' nor warrant for ſuch Aſſemblies ; and the con- 
Trary of this none can undertake to make ous. 
ih. From 


. Obfereations on the firſt Cano." $3 
| From which poſitions, boch of them <qually 
clear and <ertain, a great {tep mightbe made 
"the calming and compoling of debates abouc 
Government, were heats and prejudices outof 
the way. Tt being apparent, that there was an 
entire frame of Church-Governmemnt,and wor- 
ſhip among the Fews, which was not unlawful, 
though not of dwine Inſtitution. 

In the Synagogues there was ( as 15marked 
before ) firſt, one that was called the Biſhop of 
the Congregation, Next, the three Orderers, and 
Judges of every thing about the Synagogue,who 
were called Tjekenim, and by the Greeks weso- 
Bureevt, or ewes. Theſe ordered and deter- 
mined every thing that concerned the Syna- 
gogues, or the perſons in it. Next them, were 
che three Parmeſſin or Deacons, whoſe charge 
was to gather the colle&tions of the Rich, 'and 
to diſtribute-them to the poor : And-ctheſe were 
called Septem wiri bon; Civitats, The term 
Elder, was generally given to all their Judges 2 
but chiefly co-theſe of the great Sanbedrin,lowe 
have 1t, Marth. 16. 21. Mark BS. 31. 14. 43. 
and 15.1. And 4&s 23.14. And fora tuller 
ſatisfaction to this, I muſt refer you ro ſuch as 
have given an account of the Hynagogue out 
of the Fewiſh Writers. | 
_ - Next, a great deal might be ſaid, -to prove 
thatthe Apoſtles incheir firſt conſtitutions, took: 
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84 Olfſervations on the ſecond Canon. 
things as they had them modelled to their hand 
in the Synagogue :: and this they did, both þe- 
cauſe it was not their deſign to innovate, except 
where the nature of the Goſpel Diſpenſation - 
liged them to it. As alſo, becauſe they took 
all means poflible to gainthe Fews, who we find 
were zealous adherers to the traditions of-their 
Fathers, and not eafily weaned from.thele pre- 
cepts of Moſes, which by Chriſt's Death were 
evacuated : And if the Apoſtles went ſo great 
a length in complying with them .in_ greater 
matters, as Circumciſion, and other legal obs 
ſervances, ( which appears from the A&#s and 
Epiſtles ) we have good grounds to ſuppoſe, that 
they would have yielded to them 1n what was 
more innocent and leſs important. Befides, 
there appears both in our Lord himſelf,. and in 
his Apoſtles, a great inclmation to ſymbolize 
with them, as far as was poflible. Now the na- 
ture of the Chriſtian Worſhip ſhews evidently, 
that it came in the room of the Synagogue, 
which was moral, and not of the Temple-Wor- 
thip, which wastypical and ceremonial. | Like- 
wiſe, this parity of Cuſtoms betwixt the Fews 
and Chriſtians, was ſuch, that it made them be 
taken by the Romans, and other more overly 
obſervers, for one ſe of Religion : and final- 
ly, any that will 1mpartia}ly read the New Te- 
. Gament, will find, that when the forms ,of 

| | Govern» 
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Government,::ov Worſhip are treated of,- it is _ 
not. done withſuch architeonical exacnels,as 
was neceflary; if a new-thing had been inſticu- 
ted, which-we find. practiced by Moſes. |;But: 
the Apoſtles rather ſpeak, as: theſe 'who. give 
rules for the ordering, and direQing of: what. 
was already -/in being. From all which it ſeems 
well grounded and rational to aſſume, thagthe 
ficſt conſtitution of the Chriſtian Churches, 
was:taken from the model'of the Synagogue, 
in which theſe Elders were ſeparated, for the 
diſcharge of their imployments, i by an 1mpoſi- 
tion of hands, as all Jewiſh Writers do clearly: 
witneſs: ,  * —_ 
. /So.the- Presbyters of the, Chriſtian Church: 
were ordained 'by an Impolttion -of hands. 

Fheir-power-was-not.onlyo preach, which (as: 
I ih&wed already ) was common-to others, but: 
alſo to adminiſter Sacraments; ſo that 1tistrus 
which Ferome ſaith, Communi conſilio Presbytero- 
runs res:gerebantur.* 27 £ 
20 Wo have already conſidered, how neceſlary, 
1t:was judged; that no Ordination of Presbyters 
might be gone about without the preſence and 
cancurrence of the Biſhop, as the principal Per- 
fon,. which was judged neceſſary (as I ſuppoſe} 
more upon the account of Unity and Order, 
than from the nature of the thing 1n its felt :. for 
taking things in'themſelves, it: will follow, that 
wn E EL what- 
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whatever power one hath, he may tranſmit ta 
another ; and therefore there ſeems to be ſmall 
reaſon, why one who hath the power of preach- 
ing-the Goſpel, and adminiſtring Sacraments, 
may not alfo transmut the ſame to others : and 
it ſeems unreaſonable ſo to appropriate this-to 
2 Biſhop, as to annul theſe Ordinations which 
| were managed by Presbyters, where Biſhops 
could not be had.- Maimonides ſaith, Every one 
gularly ordained, hath power to ordain his Difci- 
es alſo. 

T 4 remains nothing to be cleared about 
this from Antiquity, fave the 13 Canon ofithe 
Council of Ancyra, which runs thus. Xageagu 
ools ut Yyrivar apeoBuriegvs i Naxores yeregmGy , 
and wnſt opwpurien, (others read ) aFtobumigee 
Mb ooets Th omrremvear "as Ts omnuows 2. 
Repudrls or eres meniy. Others read dugss 
At eghut. 

Now the difficulty. raiſed about this Canon is 
this, that if the reading be *x#5 and aptofurr- 
e&5z then 1t will follow, that the Presbycers of 
the City might have ordained without the'Br- 
ſhops preſence, if they had his warrant in wri- 
ting. Yea, they alſo infer, that-it 1s probable 
that before that, 'they ordained even without 
the Biſhops warrant, to which they were limi- 
ted by this Canon: and upon this #allo Meſſa- 
linus erumphs not a little. But Blonde! chuſed 
Ia- 


_- 
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rather to. read the Canon #y#wfvrlens ; as if the 
meaning of it were p that the Chorepiſcopi could 
not have ordained either Presbyters or Dea« 
cons.z nor the Presbyters of the City - without - 
the Biſhops Warrant in writing ; which will in- 


fer, that they might have done 1t being ſo war--  - 


ranted. It 15 true, Binnims hath read it ſo; fo 
alſo hath Gentianns Hervetus, as appears by 
his Latin verſion of this Council. The Arabick 
Manuſcript alſo favors this. And it is dire&ly 
alſerted by Zonaras on this Canon, ' and Ari- 
ftenus, ; 

But it is contradicted by the whole tract of 
Antiquity, whom we find all concurring in this, 
that the Chorepsſcopi might neither ordain Preſ- 
byters, nor Deacons without a Biſhop, as was 
cleared 1n its due place. Fut for that of Walls 
Meſſalinzs, it will appear to be 1ll grounded: 
For firſt, it 15 certain that the Chorep:ſcopi were 
a dignity above Presbyters. It will be there- - 
fore unreaſonable to think that Presbyters 
could do that which was unlawful to the other. 
Befides,how bad an Inference is it from'one Ca- 
non of a Provincial Council, of which there are 
ſuch various readings,to argue for a thing which 
15 not only wicthouc any other grqund, but alſo 
contrary to the whole Current of Antiquity ? 
And it was but tew years after this, that in:HHex- 
andria the Ordinauons given by Coluthus, who 
atkurads E+ 2 | 7 w 
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_ was: but a Presbyter; 'and only gaynl Sea; ry 
inowmy, were anhulled.* Now Aricyra being 
in 4/ia the lefler, arid divers Biſhops" out of 
Syria being there, 1n particular the Biſhops'of 
Antioch _ Ceſarea, who {ſubſcribed farſt'; how 
came it that there! was no notice of this had at 
Alexandria, to have prevented their fevere Sen- 


tencein the Caſe of Coluthus'? 2 * 
*» But to. conſider' the readings of 'the Canon, 
Binizs reads it 63ea, lo Fuftellas : it 15 true, he 
hath on the margin (aliter 551) Herwetus hath 
tranſlated it, in aliend Parochia. Now if this. 
be the true reading, the meaning of it willrun 
thus. Whereas by a great'many other Canons, 
Presbyters were fo ned: to their Biſhop, that no 
Biſhop was to receive the' Presbytet of another 
Biſhop, wichour his Biſhops Warrant and Li- 
cence, and his /iter pacifice, and 4imiſſerize. So 
here the Presbyters of the City are diſcharged 
to go and afliſt at Ordinations,in other Pariſhes, 
wichout a written Licence from their own Bi- 
ſhop. = | 

* Bur as this Canon is read ( #45») by ſome, 
ſo they ſeem to have added to it, wiXty megler, 
Or wedfy xaader; fo that the meaning ot it is, 
that che Pres>Fters of the City might do nothing 
wichout the Biſhop's Warrant and Licence in 
writing: "Thus have both T/dorws Mercator, and 
Dionyſims Exigurs read it, as appears by their La- 
wh ng 24 tin 
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Im verſions which are, Sed nec Predbyteris civ;” 
#ats (lice) fine 'E piſcopi pracepto, aliquid am” 
"plins imperare, vel fine authoritate' literarum efus? 
"#91 unaquaque' Parochid aliquid agere. And this 
4 according to-Binips's Edition of them. Bu* 
in-another Edition of Diony/ſias Exiguus by Far 
 ftellus, he ſeems to have read it ſimply! ixgcy, 
'without any ſupplement. ER 
i'-Another old Latin Edition publiſhed by Fu- 
ftellus- hath, Sed neque Presbyteris civitatis licere, 
fine juſſione 'Epiſcopi, ſed cum ejuſdem liters eundi 
ad fingulas Parochias. Foannes Antiochen tn his 
Celletio Canomum, reads it l1mply iwgry meine. 
Ferrandus in his Breviatio Canonam, Canon 92. 
£xes this part of the Canon thus: Ut Presbyrers 
civitatis, fine juſſu Epiſcops,thil jubeant nec in una- 
quaque - Parzcid aliquid agant. Alexius Ariſtinys 
1nhis S5p/is, hath the firſt part of the Canon, 
but wants the ſecond part. ( And in his Gloſs 
agrees with Zonaras, as was before obſerved. ) 
And 1b doth' Simeom Logotheta, in his Epitome 
Canonum.”' And by this diverſity of reading, it 
will appear how little ground there is for found- 
ing any thing upon this Canon alone, eſpecial- 
ly when that alledged-from 1t,1s contradicted by 
 undemiable Evidences. - *% 289 
But as Presbyters might not ordain without 
Biſhops, ſo neither could Biſhops ordain with- 
out the adyice, conſent, and -concurrence-of 
On od es their 
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their Presbyters Cone, Carth. 4. Ganon.a% Ut 
Epiſcopas, fene concilis Clericorum ſuorums, Clerices 
0 ordinet, ita ut civium teſt inmoniuns.- 3. = 


ms. Ct: commj- 
wentiam quarat. Andit was laid toGhryſoftons's 


= 
= 


Charge, 3n eviv oedjie 5 Ph Irdpas ti xaime 


an Ts wrcoririg, And 1 the Roman Council - 


held by Sylveſter (ut credit be due to the Regi- 


ers of that Council, which are indeed juſtly 


queſtionable ) 1 was decreed, cap. tz.'thatone 
was to beordaineda Presbyter, cum omnes. Preſ- 
byteri declararent & firmarent, & fic ad ordinem 
Presbyteri accederet. And none was to be made 
a'Bijhop,. nj ommis Clerus expeteret un Voro' Pe- 
yenns. 
It is likewiſe certain, "that all. things; were 
done by the joint advice of Bihop-and Presby- 
ters Neither were thele.-wretched conteſts, of 
the limes of Power, much thought. on; or tef- 


ſed among them. "The Biſhops pretending/to 


no. more , than Presbyters -were willing to 
yield to them; and Presbyters chiming no more 


than Biſhops were ready to allow them. Their 


contentions lay chiefly with 'theſe chat were 
without ; thoſe inteſtine Fewds and Btoils be- 
ing reſerved tor-our unhappy days, 

_ "But as we find Cyprian amply declaring, how 
he refolved to do-nothing without the conſent 


' of Ins Clergy, and People: ſo im the African, 
' Ghurches; that courls continued longeſt in 


' -VIgOr: 
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vigor.. . Diversinſtances whereof appear in the 
4: Conncid of Carthage; one Lhave —_ cited, 
to-which I ſhall add three more; Can, 23. v.54 
copus willius cauſans audiat, ab[que preſentid Cle 
ricorum ſuorum, alioquin irrita erit ſententia Epi- 
ſcopi, iſs Clericorum-praſentia confirmetur. Can. _ 
34 Epiſcopus in quolibet loco ſedens, ſtare Preby- 
terum no patiatur.. And Can. 35. Epiſcopus ms 
Eccleſia, & in conſeſſu Presbyterorum, (ublimior 
ſedeat;. intra domum vero, collegam Prebytera- 
rum eſe efſe cognoſcat. tf fo 
-'There were two ranks of Presbyters, as clear- 
ly appears from. the 13. Canon. of .Neoceſares;, 
to wit, the Presbyters of the City, and thePref 
byters of the Country. The | were the 
more-eminent,. in ſo far. that the latter mighe 
notconſecrate the Euchariſt within the Church 
of the City in their preſence, which appears 
from: the cited Canon. Over the Presbyters of 
the Country were the Chorepiſcopi, of whom al- 


_ 


ready 3. but the Presbyters of - the City being 
next at hand, were the Biſhops Counſel,and ad- 
viſers in all matters. The Biſhop and they had 
the overſight of the Souls within the City. 'They 
were alſo to be maintained out of the Treaſury 
of the Church, and were called Canonici or Pra- 
bendarii, "Fhe reaſon why they were called Ca- 
nonici, Was ether, becauſe of their regular ob- 
ferving of the courle of Worſhip, and hours of 

| | Prayer 
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Prayer: or: becauſe of-the diſtributions that 
were :made among them; "according te the 
Canon of Rule, and from the ſhare that 'was 
affiened to them, called Prebenda, they got 
the name Prebendarii.' 0 + nn 


«This Conſefſzev or Collegium Presbyterorum, was 


afterwards deſigned by the barbaronus word Ca- 
pitalum. The chief over'them, or the Vice p##ſes 
next to the Biſhop was called Archipresbyrer, ' OF 
Decans; dem quod decurio, qut decerm miilitibirs 

eerat: And inſenſ{ibly the whole Ecclefiaftieal 
Te iaion Crepr into their hands. The: Pre(- 
dyters of the Country either! neslecting 1t: or 
being neglected in it. Bur without the Capite: 
Im, nothing that the Biſhop d1d was valid.- - 
"” However, when the firſt tervor and vigor of 
Church-Diſcipline flacken'd: avarice andiambi- 
tion creeping in apace into the Hearts of 
Churchmen, theſe Chamois or Prebends not 
contented with their allowances: out of the 
Church of the City, which were coo ſmall tor 
their growing deiires, got Churches 4n' the 
Country annexed to them : and for molt part 
ferv'd them by Subſtitutes, except at the return 
of ſome ſolemn Feſtivities : and by this means it 
was,that Church- Diſcipline fell corally into the 
Biſhops hands; and the ancient model being laid 
a{ide, new Courts which were unknown to An- 
equity, were ſet up. As theſe of the Arch-dea- 
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cons, Chancellors, Officials, Surropates,” VC 
However the Prebends,though they had defſett-: 
ed their Intereſt in Church-Diſcipline, yer two: 
things they ſtuck to, becauſe of the advantage 
and' power that followed them. - + 1 5 

* The one was the capitular Ele&ions of the. 
Biſhop, and the other was the(meddling with, 
and diſpofing of the Church Revenues, and 
Treaſtre. But it was a groſs Contradi@tion tos 
the ends of Government, that the Biſhop alone 
might manage the Spiritual part of his Charge, 
but muſt be l1mited to the advice of his Presby=; 
ters for the governing of the Temporality. Yet- 


this was a farther proof of that ſaying, Religio. 
peperit divitias, & filia devoravit matrem, And: 
chus far we have feen- what Intereſt Presbyters. 
had within their own Pariſh, (mark that at farſt 
the Biſhops Precinct was called Pariſh, and not 
Dioceſe) neither was the meeting of the Biſhop 
with his Presbyters called a Synod : by which 
we ſee how weak that Allegiance1s, that there 
were no Dieceſan Biſhops in the firit- Centuries, 
it being merely a playing: with che word Dze-. 
CelS. 
Vi let us next conſider what Intereſt Pres- 
byters had in Provincial or National Councils, If 
_ that of the As 15. was a Synod, 1n 1t we have 

Presbyter -\ub{cribing with the Apoſtles. Bre- 
thren are allq there added, not as if — 

| een 
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been any Laicks eleed out of the'Laityuch as 
| theſe are who are now vulgarly called Zay-El- 

ders, but {ame more eminent Chuiſtians whom 
as the Apoſtles call'd then, ſo the Biſhops conti- 
nued afcerward to conſul. and adviſe with in 
Ececleſiaftick matters. But that Presbyters fate 
in Provincial Synods -in the farſt and pureſt 
Ages, is undeniably clear. When Vid&or held the 
Council at Rome about the day of Eaſter, Damas 
fu tells that it was collatione fate cum Preihyteris 

& Diaconihus, Likewiſe in the Council that Cy- 
prien held; about the rebaptizing of Hereticks, 
there were preſent, Epi/cops plurimi ex provincid 
Africans, Numidid, Mauritanis, cam Presby- 
zeris & Diaconibus, praſente etiam plebis maxims 
parte. And his contemporary #irmlian, whole 
Epiſtle 1s the 75, among Cyprien's, tells us, how 
there were yearly Synods of Bulhops and Preſ- 
byters, Qud ex cauid, laith he, weceſſario apud nos 
ſb, ut per ſingulos annos ſeniores & Presbyteri, (by 
which it 1s clear, that he can tnean none, but 
Presbyters and Biſhops ) in anum conveniamus, 
ad diſponenda ea, que cure noſtra commiſja ſunt. 

Exnſebius lib. 6. cap. 35. tells, That upon the 

account of Newatus's Schilm, there was held ar 
Rome gved& weigh, which confifted of fixty 
Biſhops, and many more Presbyters, and Dea- 
CONS, m\ruovar ' tn wanov aptopurtewy, x1 dic- 
way, He itkewils tells, /zb. 7. cap. 27. wiew 
EY that 
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that. upon Samoſatenes's Herefie, there was a 
oy Synod. held in Antioch : and afterhe hath - 
Tm the names 'of ſore Biſhops there pre- 

' ſent, he adds, that: there were wee 54 der 
uTigyts, =; Naxiyers And their Syno- 

rf porn 1s Written m the nameof-the Biſhops, 
Presbyters and Deacons. | 
In the Cauncil of Eljberz 1n Spain,there were 
19. Biſhops, re/identibas vriginta ſex Presbyroris, 
abſtantibus Diacontbus & omni plebe. Inthe Pro- 
vincial Council at 4rles, which judged in the 
matter of Donatur's Schilm, Conſtantine the 
Emperor being preſent, where were'about two 
hundred Bihops from divers Nations, from 
Italy, France, Spain, Sicily, Sardinia, Africk, 
Numidia, and Britain, the Canons of that Coun- 
cil are ſubſcribed by many Presbyters and Dea- 
cons. And if the Story of the Council of Rome 
under Syvefter be true, it1s ſubſcribed by 284. * 
Biſhops, 45. Presbyters, and 5. Deacons. Now 
all theſe being before the Council of Nice, 
evince that in the firſt and beſt ages, Presbyters 
voted and judged in Provincial Councils, and if 
wr Provincials, why not in General ones? 
' The Council of Nice 1s ſubſcribed, by ſome 
Chorepiſcopi, and one Chorepiſcopus \ubſcribes in 
the Council of Epheſus, And it Chorepiſcopi be 
(as it is the opinion of ſome ) in their natural 
dignity only Presbyters, then we have Presby- 
| ters 
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ters allo ſubſcribing General Conticils, Beſides 
that inthe Council of Conffantitople, and Epbe- 
Jas, divers Biſhops ſubſcribed: by Presbyters : 
from. all-which-1t is clear, .. that there is no 
ground from Antiquivy to: exclude Presbyters, 
trom aSuffrage in national and general Coun- 
cils:and it 15 but a frivolous diſtin&ion thatthey 
may: have a conſultative, tho: nat.a delibera- 
- tive Suffrage, fince weſee them ſubſcribing both 
the deciſions of Faith and Canons of diſcipline; 
.  Thenext thing to be examined, is the quah- 
fication; election, and ordination of Presbyters. 
For their qualifhcation, great care was uſed to 
train themiup long in an abſtracted and devote 

Life, that ſo they might be: well prepared for 

that: holy Function. And therefore it was; that 

many of the Primitive Biſhops lived in Mona-' 
ſteries among them, whom they were educating 
- for holy Orders, as appears from the Lives os 
Baſil, Auguſtine, and Martin: Neither was 

one to be ordained a Presbyter, bur aftera long 
probation and tryal, and all theſe degrees, of 
which we ſhall ſpeak afterward, were ſo many 

ſteps and preparations through which all were to 
go,before they could be initiated.. And indeed it 

ſeems againſt reaſon,at firft ſtep toordain a man 

Presbyter, and commit the care of Souls to him, 

before a long previous probation had of him. 


- Therefore the ancient Monaſteries, as they 
were. 


yere\Sanduaries for ſuch, as deſigned. co leave 


he. World, and live devoutly, {o.they were al- 
o Colleges for the Education of Churchmen. 


Ie 4 true, , the, years of Probation. may' ſeem 


too too many; but.they ordinarily diſpenſedin 


at, 5 they, found Perſons worthy and qualifi- 
ed. But,.none might be Presbyter before he 
were thurty years of age, according tothe Coun- 
cil of Neoceſareageven tho he were highlywor- 
thy (aw '26-.)And the reaſon given for this,ts, 
becaule Chri/# was thirty years of age before he 
entred upon the diſcharge of his holy Function. 
-Jkewiſe a Clnicus, that is, one baptiſed in 
ſickneſs, by the twelfth Canon of Neoce/area, 
could not have. been a Presbyter,. becauſe he 
was nota Chriſtian, 24, oggupioras ann Ys drdymig. 
And this was not to be d1ipented with, butupon 
his: following Faith and Dibgence; or thac 
others.cauld not be had. | 
-.,And in the Canon Law, diſt. 77. cap.Siquis, 
among other prerequilites for a Presbyter, one 
15: 94 penitentiam publicam non geſſerit, holding 


th& any, groſs ſcandal committed afrer Baptiſm, 
ſhould be a bar upon a Man from being or- - 


dained a'Presbyter. 
As alſo Di. 56.cap. 1. the Children of Preſ- 
byters are diſcharged to be ordained : Presbyte- 


rorum filios a ſacris altarss miniſteriis removemus, 


nift aut in Cenobiis, aut in Canconicis religioſe probats 


fuerint 


- 


© or ty 
+ 4 
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fFaerint converſari. Te'is like, this was enher eo 
diſcourage the marriage of Ohurehmen,” or to 


, obviate the ſeandal might have been taken, if 
* they had been partial to their own Children. 


Yet this was neither old 'nor univerſal;' for 


| Nazianzen was both a Presbyter and a Biſhop, 


though a Biſhop's Son. And inthe nextChap- 
ter of that fame Diff. many inftances are' al- - 
tedged by Damaſs to the contrary. © 
Further, none who had been Soldiers, and | 
were Curiales and oſtri cxriz,couldhavebeen 
ordained without a dimiflion, and that they'had 
been fifreen-years in a Monaſtery, -and:three 
parts of four of therrEſtate were adjudgedrothe 
fisk; ſo Diſt:53. and Fuſtinian 123. Not, Now 
this might betirft, left any weary of the ſervice 
to which they were obliged, honld upon that 
pretence ſhakeic off,and run from therr colors, 
or other employments, ' But next; that men } 
who had been much involved in the World;and |} 
particularly men of bloud, might not entfr 
into holy Orders, without a long precedent 
change of the courſe of their life; it not being 


 eafie to paſs of a ſudden from a courſe of fe- 


cularity, to that ſublimity of holineſs which 1s 
neceſſary for ſuch a facred Funion. 
And fihally, all ambizzs was condemned in 
Presbyters,. as well as in Biſhops, though we ſee 
both from Chry/oftom's Books de A and 
AY AB 


Obfervatiohs on the ſecond Canon. 99* 
Natianten's Apologetick, that there was enough 
of it among both kinds. Yet many there were 


who. refiſted the Calls given them to Church- 
Offices with great earneſtneſs,ſome flying from 


them to the Wilderneſs, as from a perſecution : 


ſome cutting off their Noſes, and other mem- 


. bers, that they might be thought unworthy of 


it; ſome continued to the end in their refuſal : 
others were not ordained without. being haled 
even by force; many receiving this ſacred im- 
poſition of hands with trembling and many 
tears. And indeed were the greatneſs of the 
charge more weighed, and the ſecular advan- 
tages leſs looked at, it 1s like there might be 


 - yet need of ſome force to draw men to accept 


of it ; whereas all are ſoforward to ruſh toward 
it, blown up with pride, or provoked by Cove- 
touſnels. | 

We ſaw already how averſe Nazianzen was 
from entring 1n ſacred Orders : but no leſs me- 
morable is * Hiſtory of Chry/oforve,who (with 
his Friend Baſil ) having engaged in a Mona- 


| ſick life, was ſtruck with fear when a rumour 

| roſe that they were both to be ordained Presby- 

4 ters. ( And by the way obſerve, chat he calls ic 
1 7 omoxomis efloua.) But Chryſoftome was ilent, 
J leſt the exprefling of his averſion ſhould have 
4 deterred Bafi/; and his his ſilence was judg- 
. edby Baſil a conſent, _ ” proved one of his 


chief 


; > T Ca ae: Foe © 3:7; -Y - Y $3 PS OO ES REIN os ESE = Oe NEE: nous © bh ah 8 
_ & "x ' ” - » : 3 4 Log : - + id \ -Þ 5 > 0-5 1 Bcd "” E 
_ ; - z > #Lp) 7 F 
I . 4 , 4 
F ; * e ” P . 
\ L Pl 
4 % . 2 4 4 . » 
= 7-- ervatious on 'C | 
} ? ht 


- chief inducements to accept of Orders. But 
when the 7 Ong wherein Chryſoftome knew 
that the Bj poles to ordain them, he 
| - cer gt pyveng , ſo that he __ not be F 
ound : yer the DYNOPs UPON anotner pretence,. . 
carried Baſil to the Church , and there ordained 
him, much againſt his mind, 
But when he firſt met with his Friend Chry/o- 
| ftome,he melted down in tears,challenging him 
ſeverely for his withdrawing from him; w 
Chry{oftome gives his Apology at large in theſe 
fix excellent Books of his de Sacerdotio; wherein Þ} 
by. way of Dialogue betwixt him and hus Friend, | 
he layeth out the great dignity and weight of | 
that Charge, chiefly in the ghird Book, where 
he ſhews, That a Prieſt ſhould be ike one of the Am 
gels cf GOD, cap. 4. And he blames theſe Ele- 
ctions that were raſhly made, > 10. upon 
which he charges moſt of the diſorders that 
were then in the Church. And cep.11. he con- 
fefſeth how guilty himſelf was of chat unlawful 
ambitns for Church employment; which being 
yet.unmortified in him, did frighten lym from 
entring in holy Orders. Cap. 14. he faith, Epi/- 
copum convenit ftudio acri & perpetud vitecontt- 
nentia tanquam adamant army obſepium eſ/e. In 
the fourth Book he ſpeaks of the great caution 


-was to be uſed in. Ele&ions and 'Qrdinations, Þ} 


complaining that in theſe, Regard was rather bad' | 
SY 
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#0 Riches and Honor thantrne worth. Through the 
CH wy _ - - {qu pa of. -'7 
lar applauſe; and the f being much 
ous nf we And gs a ca 15 Fe hath chae 
excellent ſaying, That the [owt of the Prieff ſhowld 
be purer tor - ein beams of the Sun þ xd 
"Ka? 1ag Thy dinivoy duriy rgSagoriegy Ti iopd? thy 
Jutiy Graz if. And cap. 12. he accuſes himſelf of 
his vain defires and other faults, whence it was 
that he had ſo great a horrour of attempting at 
thae for which he knew himſelf ſo unworthy: 
preoccupying tharObjeRtion,that a Manin chat 
is to ſubmit to: the judgment of others, by che 
Examples of one who hath no skill in Phylicke, 
and knowing himſelf mnorant, is not to'ad- 
rainiſter Phytick, though all the World ſhould 
defire him to undertake a Cure, declaring 
their Opinion and confidence of his skill : for 
if upon; another mans opimon of his skall he 
ſhould: offer ro meddle in it, and give Phylick, 
he might as well all as care. So neither one _ 
unacquainted in mulitary affairs, was to-under- 
cake che leading of an Army, knowing hs own 
ufifitneſs, though- never ſo- much ſolicited to 
ic: whenee-he' ſubſumes more ſtrongly, thar 
none ſhould undertake the leading of Souls, as 
tong- as he' knew his own-unfieneſs,. were the 
mportunities and ſolicitations of others never 
fo many. - And fofar of the qualifications of 
Ff 2 thoſe 
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thoſe who were ta be ordained Presbyters. © + 

Their Election hath been touched already, 
for it went the ſame way with the Elections of 
Biſhops, and ſo was partly popular, at leaſt was 
. to be ratified by the approbation,and conſent of 
the people. Poſſidins in wita Auguſtini, tells how - 
he waschoſen a Presbyter by the people. 

We have the Ordination of the Presbyters 
| ſet down thus, Conc. Carth. 4. Canon. 3. Presbyter 
quum ordinatur, Epiſcopo eum benedicente, & ma- 
num {uper caput ejus tenente,etiam omnesPresbyteri, 
qui praſentes ſunt, mans ſuas juxta manum Epiſ- 
copi ſuper caput illins teneant. Dionyſius the Areo- 

agite in the forecited place tells, That the Preſ(- 

= whom he calls i«gvvs, was ordained in the 
ſame form that a Biſhop was ordained, ſave 
only that the Goſpel was not laid on his head. 
From which fimplicity of the primitive forms, 
we may ſee, how far they were from all theſe 
ſuperſtitious Fopperies now uſed in the Romiſh 
Church in Ordination.” And ſo much concern- 
ing Presbyters. - Li 

Deacons are next to be treated of, The Orig 
nal of them is by the general current of the An- 
cients taken from the Levites under the Temple, 
and therefore 1n/not a few of the antientCowncils, 
they go under that defignation.. But as was far- 


th P Lt oe, ctr IE x hr 


merly obſerved, it. is more probable, that the . 


Chriſtian Church took its immediate Model 
from 
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from the Synagogue, tho that might have been * 
taken .from the Temple. Now in the Syna- -_ 
ogue, as there was 2 Biſhop and Presbyters, fo - 
IS were alſo Deacons called Parna/im. There 
.were three of them in each Synagogue, two 
were to gather the Colle&ions,and all the three 
together did diſtribute them. | 
The firſt Origine of them in the Chriſtian * 
Church is ſet down, A#s 6. where their primi- 
ive inſtitution ſhews, chat their firſt deſign was 
for looking to the neceflities of the poor, who 
had been neglected in the daily diſtribution of. . 
the Charney, and there they are called 4xoyor. 
Ic is true, that term Luke 4. 20, is uſed in ano- 
_ ther ſenſe, for there the Miniſter of the Syna- 
gopue, to whom CHRIST delivered the Book, 
'could bEno other, than their Chazan or Biſhop, 
whole Office it was to call out any to read the 
Law in the Synagogue. But fince all Church- 
Office 1s for ſervice, and not for domination, 
Chritt himſelf nor coming ro be miniſtred unto, 
bat to miniſter, it 15 no wonder,if that term ſhould 
then have been promilcuouſly uſed, We alſo 
find S. Paul applying to himſelf ( 1 Cor. 4. a 
term equivalent to this. ) Bur chough the pri- 
mitive 1n(titution of Deacons import only their 
looking to the neceflities of the poor : yet fron 
the Levites miniltring to the Priett in the Sacrt- 
fices, it came to be generally received and uſed; 
des LEES. that - 
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the Deacons ſhould ſerve the Biſhops and 
Presbyters in the adminiftration of the Sacra- 
MEALS. oy. 35 4 
The inſtuution of them doth alſo diſcoyer, 
that they were perlons. to be ſeparated for that 
holy ſervice, and conſecrated for it by an imps- 
ſition of hands; and fo were to bs no more (e- 
cular, but Ecclefiaſtical perſons : and the uſual 
actice of the Church was toaccount that Of- 
ice -2 ſtep, degree and probation, iti order 
co ones bemg made a Presbyter. And therefore 
our mungrel Lay-Deacons differ vaſtly, both 
from the firſt 1nfticution of the Scripture, and 
current of all Antiquity. | re oY 
The Areopagiuegives the account of their Or- 
dinations thus : Thar the Deacon being brought to 


tbe Biſhop, kneeled down on one knte, and ſo rectived 


| impoſition of - bands. © The fourth Canon of che 
fourth Council of Caithage 15: Djaconus quum 
ordinatur, ſolus Epiſcopus, qui cum benedicit, mas 


num ſuper caput illius pinat; quia non ad. Sacer- 


dotinm, ſed ad miniſterium conſecratur. 


- As tor their Eledion; at the firſt inſtitution” 


they were choſen by the whole Body .of the 
people, ſo A#s 6: And tho. the people were 
barred their ſuffrage in the choice of other 
 Church-Officers, ' yet there might be goad rea- 
fon-why they ſhould ſill chufe the Deacons, 
their Office being almoſt wholly temporal, to 
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receive and diſtribute the peoples alms. But 
whatever right people might pretend to.tn this, 
ie will never be proved that by divine Right, the 

le ſhould chuſe' thoſe who had the charge 
of their ſouls. For reaſon wonld infer,that none 
could make a choice, who were not able to give 
2 jtidgment of the qualifications, and-worth of 
a'Churchman, thac being peculiar to the Cler-. 
2y.” *And hence it is that more than a conſent 
cannot be juſtly pretended to by the people, 
Bur after all this, if rms place prove any thing, is 
will ou m favor of the whole body of the 
| people, and'notof a few ſele&ed Lay-Elders. 
All the Deacons were in their degree and or- 
der inferiour to Presbyters, which will appear 
from theſe Canons of the 4. Council of Carthage, 
Canon 37. The Deacon u« declared to be the Ms. 
niſter of the Presbyter, as well as of the Biſhop. Ca- 
non 39. He might fit in the preſenceof a Presbyter, 
if deſired by him. Canon 4o. In conventu Presby- 
ferorum Diaconus interrog atus loquatur; ſothat he 
might not ſpeak, except delired. It is therefore 
a diſorder in Church-diſcipline, that the Arch- 
deacon ſhould not only be a Presbyter, but alſo 
exerciſe Juriſdition over Presbyrers. And 
therefore Petrms Bleſenſis, Epiſt. 123; hath well 
obſerved, how turbato ordine dignitatis, Archi- 
diaconi bodie Sacerdotibis pr aeminent ,C& ineos vim 
ac poteſtatem ſux Furiſdittions exercent. 
of hater "I, i 
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; \Ferome 15 the firſt that makes mention of theſs 


one of their nu r them, quem 
Archidiaconum voc andinthe ſame Pailtle 
to Evagrims,. he ſeverely inveighs again(}t thoſs 
Deacons, who, pretend to an.equality with,; or 
preference over Presbyrers, laying : . Quid pgti- 
fur menſarum © viduarum. Minifier ,,ut. juprs 
eos tumidus. {eſe ejferat, ad quarum. preces. corpus 
ſenguiſque Chriſti conficicur. 1 | 
Becauſe of the fickt nyumbgr.Sever,the cuſtom 
' was to have but ſeven Deacons ina City. were-it 
never ſo great: ſoit was decreed inthe Council 
of "ge I4- Canon, . Theic Qthce was 
chiefly to look ro the peor, and. to lerve-ud the 
adminiſtration of the Sacraments. Fuſtis Martyr 
in the end of his ſecond Apology.tells, Thatthe 
Euchariſt was ſent by the Deacons to [uch-as. were 
abſent. Cyprian lib. 3. Epiſt.15. reckons 1t as a 
part of the Deacow's Office to wait upon the Mar- 
zjrs,and Epi/t.17,of that ſameBook,hetells, That 
where there was no Picsbyter,.' & wrgere. exitus 
caperit. The Deacon might recerve the Exhomolo- 
geſis of penitents, and abſolue them by inapoſition of 
bands. Optat:es ib:2. calls. them the Defender: of 
ehe holy Tabde ; telling how:the Donariſts had bro- 
ken through the root of a Church, and had kal- 
Z3 Jedand wounded ſome of the Deacons, who pre- 
” . ſervedtheholy Elements from their facrilegious 
_gecempt. | | * The 


Arch deacons , tell = the. Deacons did chuſe 


r to. be aver them, 
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-- The: 04a. a pomgnom the Euchariſt; and 
ſometime they py Presbyters; but 
that was Ren the 18.Can.of the Council 

of Nice. Yet in the fou rcth Council of Cars _— 

Can. 38. Diaconus,, preſente Presbytero,Enc 

am corporis Chriſti. populo ſi neceſptas cer, wen 

eroget. Cyril of Far alem in his 19. uſr 

counts the Deacon the Miniſter 0 Bu ——_ | 

well as the Biſhop or or woody An a 

it is, that generally Baptiſm-was a 

the Deacons, as well.as by the-Presbyters,.. 

- Some parts of the publick Worſhip werealſd- 

diſcharged, by the Anais Chryſoftome hons. Lg. 

| ad Rom. tells, that the Deacons offered prayers. for 

the people; and hom. 17. ad Heb. he t 'Zhas 

the Deacons ſtood in a high place at the admmiſtra- 
tion of the Euchariſt, and calling with a tertible 
voice, as Heraulds, invited ſome,and rejefed athers 

. from theſe holy myſteries. And thus far I have gt- 

ven an account of the ſenſe which the Ancients 

had of the Offices of Biſhop, Presbyter, andiDed> 
con, Which three were che. only ones theyiac+ 
counted Sacred and Divine. And this held good 
even at the time,that the Areopagites's pretend- 
ed Books were written ( | callthem pretended, 
becaule there 1s none now. ſo {1mple as-to-be+ 
lieve them his) for he reckons the Eccleftaſti- 

Gal Hierarchyto conkiſt 1n theſe three degrees. : 

Jo this account given of Deacons, Likall add 

ome 


608 Obſervations or the ſecenel Canon. 
fomewhat of Deaconeſſes, of whom mention is 
AW _ = —_ Songs 3 Dlne- 
os the Deaconeſs ef the Church of Cenchrea, They 
are ikewiſe ſocalled in the 15; Canon of Chat- 


1642 on that place to the Romans, 
{peaking of Phebe;underflands her to have been 
&: Deaconeſ;: and adds, Etiam nune in Orienta- 
libs Diaconſſz mulicres in [uo ſexu miniſtrare vi- 
deter jm baptiſm froe in mmiſterio werbj, quia pri 
watim docuifſe fa minas muenimns ficut Priſcillams, 
He likewiſe underſtood the Widows mentioned, 
1 Tims. tobe Diaconefles: Tales eligi voluit Dia- 
coniſſas que omnibu efſent exemplum vivendi. O- 
rigen likewiſe takes it as undoubted, that Phebg 
had a particularoffice in the Church of Cencbrea: 
and ſaith onthatplace, Hic lotns Apoſtolica au- 
' thoritate docet etiam famine in minifterio Eccleſia 
conſt itus, in quo officio poſitams Phaben apud Eccleſi- 
am que eſt Cenchrews.- Chryſoftomeikewile under- 
ſtooditto be an Office : And faith on that place, 


bedue to the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, they tell us 


loyof muchidle ſtuft. They tell, That no Wo- 
man might come to a Biſhop or Presbyter, except in 
the company of 4 Deaconeſs, Lab. 2. cap.26, And 
that they wereto goto Wornens Houſes to inſtru# 
them, which bad been ſcandalons for Churchmen, 


Lid. 3. 


5 but moreordinary in.ancient Writings 


x; 70 &£16 ua gegoiInu, Naxoroy 6imwy. If any credit 


many things of their Office, tho with a greatal- 
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Obſervations on the Jeeoud Canon. roy 
Lib.3.cap.r5. as, 2 viſe he qa by whe 5s 
Bapriſew, Cap; 16. An 
[—nra RS he cb, he gone 7 
at ſeems hn Ofiovicermintonk x op re 

Women. And ſo S. Pao}, Phil. 4 ea 
Women who Iaboured with him i in the the Cop And 
Rem. 16. we find mention not only Priſcills, 
_ Tripbona, Triphoſe and Perfir, who laboured. 
Lord.And it is hike their Office wasalſoeo 
nite: tothe neceflicies of Churchmens : and 
therefore when S. Paul ſpeaks of leading about 
h a Sifter and 4 Wife, as well as other | Apoſtles, he 
may be well underſtood to: ſpeak of one of 


thoſe who might both have Gola his wants, 


and affiſted him in the converhon of Women; 
bue for evicing ſcandal, they Were not to be 
under fixty years of age. 


- . * Mention 1s made of them by Pliny, th. to. E. 
pip .97. who writing to Trajan, of the enquiryhe 
was making of che Chriſtians, ſaith, ' Neceſſariums 
credidi ex duabis ancillis que winifre dicebantaty 
quid offer weri & per tormenta querere. They were 
received by an Ordination in Tertul;an's ume: 
for he {peaking of them, ſaith, ("De caſtir. cap. - 
F- .) Ordinayi im Eccleſia [olemnt. And ad uxorens; 
I.'cap. 7. Viduam allegi in ordinationem niſe 
wniviram non concedit. The 19. Canon of the 
Council of Nice, reckons the Deaconeſles- a- 
mong thoſe that were & 79 290%, but ſaith thas 
they 


| | A FO Obſervations on the ſecond Canon. 
| they had noimpolition of hands, fo that in all 
things they were reckoned among the Laicksi; 
bur hints that they had a particular habic,calling 
them 3, 4:74 oyguan iternour. Balſamon's 


' "Gloſs on this is, that che Virgins who dedicated 


themſelves:to GOD, continued in a Laical habit 
till chey were forty years of age; and were then, 


if found-worthy, ordained Deaceneſles, \byca 
particularimpolition of hands. To this Zomaras 


- adds; that the Virgins in the ewenty fifth-year of. 
- their age, got a particular habit from the Biſhop. 
\ The 74 Canon of Nice, according tothe 'Ara- 

bick Edition, appoints the Office of a Deaconeſs 
tobe only che recaving of Women 1n Baptiſm: 
Epiph.bere(:79. after he hath proved that a: Wo- 
mag is-90t capable of the pnhlick ſerviceof the 
Church, adds, That the Q:der of the Deacanef 

5 Was -iri{ticuced out of-reverence to: that?Sex, 
that when che Womans body was naked in Bap- 
- tiſm, they 'mighc not be ſo. feen by the Prieſt. 
And with this agrees the” 12th Canon of the 
fourth Council of - Carthage : Vidue wel ſantti- 

. moniales que ad miniſterium baptizandarum mu- 
lierum eliguntur tam inſtructs ſint ad officium, ut 


poſſint apto On: fano ſermone docere amperit as & ru< 


fticas mulicres tempore quo baptizand z ſint,qualiter 
baptizatort interrogate reſpondeant, & qualiter .ac-: 


cepro baptiſmate wivant. This is alſo confirmed by 
the 6.' Chap. of the 6. Novel, which appoints the 
| age 


13... . 
= ions . . 
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#þe both for: Virgins and. Widows to- be fifty 


gave her ſelf in Marriage, ſhe (as one 
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om Sicqueſacram promereri ordinationem.. And: 
TREIT 'TU 


:Office is denied to be adorands miniftrare: 
matibus, & alizs adeſſe ſecretis ques in-wene-. 


bas miniſteris per eas rite aguniur. And. 
the reſt of that Chapter gives divers other rules 

concerning them. --.. — E | 
The 15. Canan of Chalcedon,appoints a Dea- 
eoneſs not to be ordained till ſhe were forty years 
bf age: ( it is 'a4grwigu in the Canon) and  : 
it is appointed that it be done after a ſtrit exa® 
mination ; but that after ſhe was ordained, and | 
continued ſome time mn the Manhory, & he 


reproached the-grace of GOD ) was tobe ana- 
thematized with her Husband. Zonaras recon- 
cites this age with the Apoſtle, that the Apoſtle 
gaks of Widows, and this Canon of Virgins 
tho 1t be 4rading 1n the Canon... Yet it ſeer 
ſome of theſe Deaconeſſes have given ſcandal in 
the:Church, and perhaps proved like the Fe- 
males among the Phariſees, whom the Rabbis 
reckoned among theſe who deſtroyed the 
World: And ſo we find the Wefern Church 
being ſcandalized at ſome miſcarriages in this 
Order, they are diſcharged to be ordained by 
the farſt Council of Orange, Can. 20, Diaconiſſe , 
omnimodo non ordinandz, fi que jam ſunt bened;- 
Gioni que populs impenditur, capita ſubmittunt. 
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"ob And Anzo 5466. Con. Aurel. 2.Camn 17. 


' Benediftio Diaconatus, is faid to be givento the 


Women ventre interdicia Canomms. And the 
next Canonof that Comnnettis, Plocuit ethon ar 
mulli poſtwodum fiemine Diaconalis benedidtio pro 
are mentioned inthe: Council of Forms wry 
the year $68. Canon 53. ' where the 15. Ca- 
nor-of Chalcedon is wholly inſert. One | 
we find occahoned by theſe Deaconeſſss, was, 
that they preſumed to diſtribute the Elements 
iv he Enchariſe; which Gelaffes blames in his 
ninth Epiſtle written wo the Biſhops of Lueanie, 
Duod famine ſacris altaribus minsbrare ferantar. 
Andithisit ſeems hath continued longer : For 
we-find Ratheriwe of Verone1n the tenth Cemwry, 
ppoints in- his Synodal Epiſtle ( which in-the 
* - esofthe' Councils 15 printed as a Sermon - 
of Pope Leo the fourths) Nulla"fomma ad at- 
tare Domin accedat. And Matthanus Blaſtarewivi 
his: Synggmea, lit; T. cap. 11: concludes it to-be 
unknown what the Office-of the Deacomeſſes 
was. Some judged.tchat they» miniflired to'Wo- 


men; 


' man naked. Others thought that they mighc 
Rn kegel ch Dem cp ny 
ns, who pr m many ; 
particularly from ſome words of Naziazzew's 
Oration at his Sifters Funeral, but that was 
afterwards forbidden Ne ny iv tnuiray dagels 
Os yet erin aa _ truth -of 
har, it nat agreemg with reaſon, that Women 
who were not ſuffered publickly to reach; 
ſhould be admitted to the Office of a Deacon, 
whoſe duty it was by the miniſtery of the _ 
topurifie theſe who were to be baptized. And 
after that he gives an account of the form 
their Ordination. EE | 
Mention hkewiſe is made of them in the 
Council in Trulle, Canon 14, A Deaconeſs; was not 
z0 receive impoſition of banids, before ſhe was forty. 
years of age. Which is more expreſly appoine- 
ed-in the 40. Canon, where they decree, that 
though the Apoſtle made the age 60. yer the 
<Canons had allowed their Ordination at 40; 
becauſe they found the Church was become 
firmer inthe grace of GOD, and/hadadvanced 
forward: and by the 48. Canon of that Cowneil, 
a Biſhop's Wife, when ſeparated from her Huſ- 
band by conſent, was to live in a Monaſtery, 
and if found worthy might be made a Deaco- 


eſs. 
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__ atthe-ſixteenth or ſev your 


of their age, bur by his 24. he.reckons ita fault. 1 
toreceive a Widow into the Order under 69's |; 


yet it ſeems that: was not peremptorily obſerved: 


For- in. his 44.:Canon he ſpeaks -of Deaconeſſes 
edrocommunicate before ſeven yearshad been 


; paſt in penitence. | Whence: this Order: failed 


u-the Greek Church, we know.-not; but Fc 
won on the 15. Canon of Chalcedon tells, Th 

in his time Deaconeſſes were no more ordained; 
and his reaſon-is, becauſe no Woman was faf- 
fered to-enter unto the Altar," though ( ſaith 
he ) ſome Women were abuiwely fo called; - 


As for the inferiour degrees of Subdeaton, A-+ 
 eoljth, &c. as they were yes Eccleſtaſtici,, 


fa-chey were not deſigned for any ſacred per- 
formance,nor had they any holy Character u 
on them : but were intended as ſteps for hate 
whom they were training up to ſacred employ- 
ments,-and- were but like the degrees given ut 
Eniverlities. - No mention is made of them ir 
the farlt two Centuries: Ignatius 15 expreſs that 
there 15 no intermedial ſtep betwixc the Laick, 
andthe Deacon, which ſtile we allo meet in'all 
the Fathers before Cypriar's time. "; 81 
He; Epiſtle 24. ſpeaks of the LeFors and Sub- 
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found in Fornication; who-mightnotbeallow- | 


deacoms, telling how he had ordained Sarturas: a - 


Lecor, 
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LeRar, and Oprtatus a Subdeacon, quos jam C0712= 
runs copſelzo. Clero proximos feceramus, And of 
the Ledors, he ſaith, Epilt. 34- Ceterum Presby- 
terii honorem 10s illzs deſignaſſe ſciatis, And by 
what follows, it 1s clear he means of a ſhare 
in the. maintenance of the Church. Epiſtle 28. 
he ſpeaks. of the Subdeacons and Acolyths, ſhew- 
ing <a. ah likewiſe had a ſhare 1n the divi- 
fions of the offerings made to the Church, E- 
= "A 33. hetells of one Aurelizs,who had been 
twice a Confeſlor in the perſecution, whom he 
had ordained a Lector, apologizing that he 
had dane it without the conſent of his Clergy 
and -people. 1 ordinationibus ſolemus wos ante 
conſulere, & woces ac merita communi conſilio pon» 
derare ;. ſed expeffanda nom ſunt teſtimonia buma- 
ya, cum precedant ſuſfragia divine. And after 
he hath laid; our the merits of the Perſon, he 
adds, Placuit tamen ut aþ officio Lettions incipiat, 
quis & nibil magis congruit woci que Dominum 
Slariosd pradicatione confeſſa eft, quam celebrands 
diving le&ionibus perſonare. - Of the ſame ſtrain 
1s his following Epiſtle concerning Celerinas, 
who had refuſed tobe ordained a Leor, until 
he was perſuaded to it by a divine Revelation 
in'the Night. Likewiſe 1n. his 76. Epiſtle, he 
makes mention of Exorci/ts : who are alſo 
mentioned by Firmilian 1n his Epiſtle, which is 


.reckoned the 75. among Cyprians, And at the 
| Gs ſams 


116 O8ſervitions'on the ſecond Eanoy; 
ſame time Cornelius, the Biſhop'of Rome, iti His 
Epiſtle ( inſert by Ewſebiax,0ib.6. cap.43.) where? 
in he gives account of the Clergy were then at _ 
Rome ; tells, That there vere 46' Prezbyters, 5 
Deacons, 42 Acolyths, 50 Exorciſts, LefFors, and 
Porters, Theſe inferrour Orders'we' ſee were 
- then'in the Church. And ſince wehavenoear- / 
her accounts of them, we' may conclude'their + | 
Tiſe to have been about this time. ' A ſhort ac * 
count will ſuffice for their ſeveral : employ» -/ 
ments, which will be beſt gathered from the | 
ſeveral Canons of the 4th Council 'of Carthage. 
Canon 5. Subdiaconus quum ordmatur, quia 
manus impoſitionem non accipit, patinam de Epiſco- 
pi manu accipiat vacuam , & calicem vacuum. De 
manu vero Archidiaconi urceolums cum aqud, & 
mantile, & manuterginm. So his Office was to 
lookto the Veſſels tor the Euchariſt,and to ſerve 
the Deacons in that work. = Y 
Canon 6. Acolythus quum ordinatur ab Epiſ- | 
copo quidem doceatur, qualiter in officio ſuo agere | 
debeat. Sed ab Archidiacono accipiat ceroferarium | 
cum' cereo ut ſciat ſe ad accendenda Eccleſie Iu- } 
mMinaria mancipari,  accipiat &* urceolum vacuum, | 
ad [uggerendum vinum in Euchariftiam ſanguins | 
Chriffi, As for theſe Cerei,they ſhall be ſpoken [ 
of npon the next Canon. The work of _ { 
bus was to light the Candles, and provide the F 
Wine: And from the r4tio nomins,we way be- 
oVs 
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lieve their Office was particularly to wait upon 
the Biſhop; and follow him. -- © | 
Canons. LeFor quum ordinatur, faciat de illo 
verbums Epiſcopus ad plebem, indicans ejms fidem ac 
vitam,  atque ingenium. Poſthec ſpetante plebe 
#radat ei codicem, de quo lefturus eft ,dicens ad eum : 
accipe, eſto leftor werbi Dei, habiturus, (i fideli- 
zer'& wtiliter implevers officium, partem cum eas, 
rip : werbum Dei miniſtrautrunt. And by what 
' hathbeenalready cited out of Cypriaw compared 
' - with this, it appears, that the Office of the 
Lefor was judged that of the greateſt impor- 
tance of them all. | | 
. Canon 9, Oftiarirs qaum ordinatir poſtquans 
ab Archidiacono inſtrufius faerit, qualiter in domo 
Det debeat cenverſari, ad ſugpeſtionem Archidiacas 
wi, iradat & Epiſcopus claves Eccleſiz de altario, 
&icens : fic age, quaſi redditurus. Deo rationem pro 
by rebus, que his clavibus recluduntur. © 
| _ Canon 1o. P/almiſta, id eſt, Cantor poteſs abſ- 
| que ſcientia Epiſcopi, ſold juſſione Presbyteri, officiums 
1 faſcipere cantandi, dicente ſibi 200 or 5. vides 
at quod ore cantas, corde credas ; quod cords 
eredis, operibus camprobes: Now the Pſalmiſte 
were theſe that were the Singers, for it was ap- 
poinced in the Council of Laodicea, that: none 
might fing in the Church, ei wi oi m1et 73 dpfoyn 
that is, thoſe of the ſugge/turm, oc Pulp, | 


Gg 2 Bue | 
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-But ' becauſe the: 9: Canon will afford mord 3 
matter of queſtion, L have reſerved it laſt Ex 
orciſts quumn ordinatur, accipiat de ming: Faiſhops | 
libellutn, in quo a> ſunt Exarciſms, ditente\fobb - + 
Epiſcopo-: accipe, © RO yy I am G 
to pothſtatem 1m # manu ſuper \ Energams+ 
ibs, + = hats ſieve. Gatechumbnunh, QU53%% 
\ But for examming this of the: Extrey#; we: 
muſt run a little back. The. Few: undenihe ſes 
cond Temple were much. addicted; to Majjick. 
In the Talmud it is given as a neceſſary. qual 
cation of one that ' niight. be of the :Savbed#i 
chat he ſhould be skilled in all Magick;docrines 
and charms. And im. the infiev Court.of the 
Temple; called the Cowrt of. 1/tael,, thienb,was'a 
Chamber ſaid tohave been: buile by one. Pars 
a Magician, by the Art of Magick, from'whom 
_ ut was called Hopparys : - And much: of whe 
they ſay of the.Barh-col; ſeems. to. hint-that-it 
was an effect of Magick. Many, placesare alſo 
cited out of the Talmud, of their Rabbieckilling 
one another by that: Artz- and ſo-highlydochey 
extol it, that many of themthought that all My- 
racles were, wrought by the exa& knowledg of 
the Cabbaliſtick Arts, and it is. well-enough 
known how that.abounded among: the- Hea» 
thenis. Ulpzan. made .a;:Law againſt theſe Phy- 
ficians who cured.Diſeales by;Exorciſms.. . - 
We ſee our LO RD triumphed over the | 
5:6 4 powers |} 
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powers of darkneſs; who were then raging 
through'the World : and that the Oracles were 
filenced' at chis time, is confefſed by Hearhens. 
Naicher-4d this gift of caſting out Devils, con- 
ferred'by: our LO R D on'his Diſciples, die with 
then, but remain ſome ages inthe Church; 

. Tortullian ſpeaks of it as aGifr communicated 
toall Chriſtians. De+corond'mil. he tells, That 
ſomeSoldiers did exorciſms fugare ſpiritus malig- 
ws < and-de Idololatrid; cap. 11. Quo ore Chriſt ia- 
mes Thurarins (this 15 one that offered incenſe to 
Idols) / per templa 'rranfibit, fumantes aras de- © 
Puer, & exſufflabit, quibus ipſe proſpexit : que con- 
Pantid” exorcizabit alumnos [uos, quibns domum 
ſuam cellariam preſtat. - So that he hath -under- 
. ftood this Power of exorcizing to have been - 
theeffeR' of every fincere Chriſtian's Prayer. 

Origen in his 35: tra#.on' Matth. condemns 
the form of doing it, by adjuring the Devils, 
ſaying 'that CHRIST hath given us power to 
command 'them. Ef# enim Tudaicum adjurare 
PRI EEE | 
 Cyprian'ſpeaks of anExorcilm ordinarily pre- 
ceding Baptiſm ; bur prefers the vertue of Bap- 
tiſmieo'that of Exorcitm, Epift.76. Hodie etjam 
geritur, ut per Exorciſt as voce human# &- poteſt ate 
divind flugelletur, & uratur, & torqueatur Diabo- 
Ins; & cum exire ſe & dimittere homines D EI 
[pe dicat : in eo tamen quod dixerit, falla 
IF — +. 4 | 
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| Cum tamen, ad aquam ſalutarem, &c.' And ad | 
Detnetrianim, he-ſaith,, O-- fi audire:eos - welles, F 
& videre, quando & noby adjurantur & torguthy- 
tur ſpiritalikms flagris, & verhorum tormentas, ile 
- obfeſſis corporibus, ejiciuntur ; quando ejulantes & 
' Lementes voce humand, & poteſt ate divind flagella, 


O& werbera ſentientes, venturum judicium confi- © 


zentur. And much of this nature is 'to be met 
with among the primitive Writers, 'which . 
ſhone: that the power of Exorciſing was an Au- | 
thority over Devils... ' . ta Oe 
' '.. Yetif this-had been a formal Office; Reaſon 
will ſay it ſhould rather have been among the 
upelt than loweſt Qrders, the work being 
fo great and miraculous. But from the Areopg- 
ite, and others, weare told, that before Bap- 
tiſm there was uſed a renynciation of the Dey1l, _ 
witha Prayertor caſting him on: And there is 
ſome probability that theſe called Exorci/s werg 
only Catechifts,who had ſome formuls; whereby 
they taught, luch as they inſtructed, to.renouncs | 
the Devil : and this with the Prayer that ac-. Þ 
companied it, was called an Exorciſm,. 3 
\" Nazianz. Orat. in Bapt. Ne exorci{mi medici: 
wam dſperneris, nec ob llius prolixitatem animo 
concidas, nam wel ut lapu quidam Lydius eft, ad 
© quem exploratur, quam ſincero quiſque petfore ad 
$apiiſmum accedate 1 , 4 RR 
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 Qlſervations on the ſecand Canon. 12.1 
Cyril of Feruſalem,Prafat. in Catech, Feftinent 
4a catecheſes audiendas, exorciſmoz ffu- 


% 


the-Catechiſts, ipopmni; iro xamggnts. and on 
_ the Canon of Laodicea, ipopuitey Te7097 16971 wv 
__g&m5%s. And. towards the end of his Glok be 
that. Canon, he ſaith, That an Exorciſt though 
appointed by the Chorepiſcopus, and not by the 
Biſhop, x69#s x871x10u, And Beveregins Gites 
Harmenopolas to the ſame purpole on che tenth 
Canon of Antioch. From thele evidences. it is 
- moſt probable:cro think, that the Zxorcifs-at 
 . farſt were nothing but Catechiſts ;_ but after- 
wards,as all things do 1n any tra& of time;dege- 
nerate, they became corrupt, beyond Perhaps 
eicher.theſs of the Fews or the Gentiles; fo that 
the Books of Exorciſ/ms. now in the Roman 
Church, are ſo full of Bombaſt terms, and-odd '. 
] - - Receipts, that they are a ſtain to the Chriſtian 
1 Church. | tes” 
| And it is the moſt prepoſterous thing can 


122 Obſervations on the ſecond Canoy. 
be-imagined, - that what wis given the'New 
Teſtament fot the greateft confirmation of the 
Chriſtian faith, ſhonld be made a coftant'OR 
fice, and put in ſo mean hands. Ando this T 
need not add the baſe Arts-and Cheats diſeo- 
vered among that ſoreof people, 7 

I ſhall conclude this long tedious Acconnt of 


the ſenſe the Ancient Church had ofthe ſeveral 


Officers in 16, with ſome words of Tertullian, 


which 1 ſhall barely ſet down, without any de- 
ſcant on them, 'tho'th&y Have occaſtoned'much 
perplexty to-- divers "good  Antiquaries: Ter- 


Hits 1H exortatio8e ad uxorem, cap. 9. 1aith : 


Nanne & lacs Sacerdotes fumins & Scriptum eff reg+ 
Hur quoguie nos & Stcerdores D EO '& 'Patri ſuo 
. fecit; Differentiam inter Ordinem &: plebemcon- 
fFituit Eccleſie #nthortns, & bonor per Ordinrs con- 
feſſam [tm#ificatuas. 'Tdev ubi Eccleſiaſtici Ordins 
won eff -conſeſſus, & offers, & rmgis & Sacerdos 
er tb; folws, fed ubi tres ſunt, Eccleſia eſt, licet 
Lrici. But others read theſe words differently, 
their Copies having them thus: San#ificatus 4 
D EO: Ub: Eccleſtaffiti Ordinis eft confeſſus, '& 
effert, & tingit, Sacertdos qui eſt 1bi ſolus : fed 


ubi tres, Ecclefia eff, licet laici. 
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\BASEFLEUV SE 
O U R defire,; and: my..own 
promiſe, | have engaged: me 
co ſend you the encloſed \Pa- 
\ pers : For the trouble the read- 
ing them may give you, my | 
+1L Apology lies in my 
and yet I have contracted things as mnch as 
T could, and perhaps have exceeded in my 
abridgittg : For had I let looſe my; Pen in 
deſcant -on every particular, theſe few Sheets 
had ſwelled to -a Volume: And my 
was not to at the'Critick,' but to be a fai 
ful Hiſtorian. Theſe gleanings were antend- 
ed partly for my own uſe, and partly for the 
diretion of ſome under my charge 1n the 
- ſtudy of Antiquity; and were written fome 
years ago, when I had nothouglhus —_ 
Ny em 


you . 
el- 


ra to ms wy 0 rg 
tters that come tobe 


— hand 7 mg Theks wit : | m 
- pareiculars, if; well examined, |: 

will hy _ ſrl 04 huge : bulk, ſo 
Jo as -WClLas any. 

2 better Acquaintance wt 
eras Oh nee Hempatn in her beſt 
times; +bur what through the Fans 
of. affairs, and qther-avocations, what through 
their want 'of Books, are not able to ing 
in-fo-laborious at enquiry by ſearching 
Fountains themſelves. | 


I allure: you, I have not-gone. u { 
having taken my Obſeryations fro arg ml W; 1 


tings. 
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committed , * a put ELST 
Readersof thes Ctarons 


"an chful lbs 

| Only th fave the Writer 
Greek, which I found 

ao often cite the Latin tranſlations of the 
Greek Authors. T ſhall only _ that as I was 
cauſing write out theſe or ou, there 
came to my hands one of the beſt Fork this 
Age hath ſeen, Beweregizs bis. $ Cano- 


-$wm. I quickly looked over learned 
porn that I mighe giv theſe Sheets ſuch 


improvements as could be borrowed from 
which indeed were not inconſiderable. 


I detain you too long, but ſhall importunge 
you rio more. I leave this to your Cenfſure, 
which I know to be ſeverely Critical inall ſuch 
matters. Your judgment being che wonder 
of all who know you, eſpecially who'confider 
how _—_ your leifurc allows you, to look un- 
co. 
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pthings ſo far without the Orb you moveins 
- thongh nothing b» without the vaſt-Circle of ft 

your comprehenſive underſtanding, if you Jet 

loofe theſe Papers to a more publick view, let 

this Paper accompany them, which may ſome 

way expreſs the. zeal of your faithfulleſt Ser- 

yant, who humbly bads you Adier, 
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